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FOKEIYORD 


On  September  21,  1945  the  Adir.inictrr.tor  of  the  Waso  and  Hour  r,nd 
Public  Contracts  Divisions  i.nsu.d  r.  notice  of  opportunity  to  ^opcar  -nd  • 
show  cause  why  the  40-cent  minimum  hourly  wage  rate  nov.^  orovidod  in"  the' 
Provailing  Minimum  'r;fxzo   Determination  for  the  Textile  Industry  under- 
the  Public  Contracts  Act  should  not  be  air.cndrd  by  the  Secretar^r  of  Labor 
to  55  cents  an  hour.   A  public  hearing  on  this  Droposal,  as  well  as  on 
certain  proposals  for  amending  the  learner  provisions  of  the  present 
determination,  will  be  held  in  the  national  headcurrters  of  the  Divisions 
in  New  York  City,  October  17,  1945. 

The  primrry  purpose  of  the  attached  report,  which  will  be  introduc-d 
into  the  record  of  the  public  hearing,  is  to  furnish  the  Administrator 
and  the  Secretary  of  Labor  a  summary  of  such  available,  information  is  may 
be  pertinent  to  their  consideration  of  the  issu..s  involved  in  the  pro- 
posea  amendments .  .         ' 

The  report  was  prepared  by  Jack  Karlin.  under  the  general  supervi- 
sion of  Willard  Friedm.an  and  Vorl  "E.  Roberts.  Chief  of  the  Vinimurr.  W-.-e 
Section. 


Karry  V/oiss,  Director 
•  *  Economics  Brcjich 
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DEFINITION     •    • 

As  set  forth  in  the  Notice  of  Opportunity-  to  ADpear  and  Show  Cause 
In  the  Matter  of  the  Prevailing  Minimum  Wage  in  the^ Textile  Industry, 
which  was  signed  by  the  Administrator  on  September  21,  1945,  l/  tke  Tex 
tile  Industry  is  defined  as  follows: 

"(a)  The  manufacturing  or  processing  of  yarn  or  thread  and  all 
processes  preparatory  thereto,  and  the  manufacturing,  bleaching, 
dyeing,  printing  and  other  finishing  of  woven  fabrics  (otner  than 
carpets  and  rugs  containing  any  wool)  from  cotton,  flax,  jute, 
other  vegetable  fiber,  silk,  grass,  or  any  synthetic  fiber,  or 
from  mixtures  of  these  fibers;  or  from  such  mixtures  of  these 
fibers  with  wool  or  animal  fiber  (other  than  silk)  as  are  soeci- 
fied  in  clauses  (g)  and  (h);  except  the  chemical  manufacturing 
of  synthetic  fiber  and  such  related  processing  of  yarn  as  is  con- 
ducted in  establishments  manufacturing  synthetic  fiber; 

"(b)  The  manufacturing  of  batting,  wadding,  or  filling  and  the 
processing  of  waste  from  the  fibers  enumerated  in  clause  (a); 

"(c)  The  manufacturing,  bleaching,  dyeing,  or  other  finishing 
of  pile  fabrics  or  cords  (except  carpets  and  rugs  containing 
any  wool)  from  any  fiber  or  yarn; 

"(d)  The  processing  of  any  1>extile  fabric,  included  in  this 
definition  of  this  industry,  into  any  of  the  following  products f 
bags;  bandages  and  surgical  gauze;  bath  mats  and  related  arti- 
cles; bedspreads;  blankets;  diacers;  dish-cloths;  scrubbing 
cloths  and  wash-cloths;  sheets  and  pillow  cases;  tablecloths, 
lunch-cloths  and  napkins;  towels;  window  curtains.-  shoe  laces 
and  similar  laces; 

"(e)   The  manufacturing  or  finishing  of  braid,  net  or  lace  from 
any  fiber  or  yarn; 

"(f)  The  manufacturing  of  cordage,  rope  or  twine  from  any  fiber 
or  yarn  including  the  manufacturing  of  paper  yarn  and  tovine; 

"(g)   The  manufacturing,  or  processing  of  yarn  (exceot  carpet 
yarn  containing  any  carpet  wool)  or  thread  by  systems  other  than 
the  woolen  system  from  mixtures  of  wool  or  animal  fiber  (other 
than  silk;  with  any  of  the  fibers  designated  in  clause  (a) 
containing  not  more  than  45  percent  by  weight  of  wool  or  animal 
fiber  (other  than  silk); 

"(h)  The  manufacturing,  bleaching,  dyeing,  printing  or  other 
finishing  of  woven  fabrics  (other  than  carpets  and  rugs)  from 
mixtures  of  wool  or  animal  fiber  (other  than  silk)  containing 
not  more  than  25  percent  by  weight  of  wool  or  animal  fiber 

other  tnan  silk),  with  any  of  the  fibers  designated  in  clause 
U;,  witn  a  margin  of  tolerance  of  2  percent  to  meet  the 
exigencies  of  manufacture; 


1/     Published  in  the  Federal  Register  September  28,  1945. 
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"(.i)  5 '^h^'marlufacturing,  dyeing,  .  f tni sliing !  or  proces-sing  of  iHigs 
or  carpi'ts  'from  grass,  po.per,  or  from  any  yarn  or  fiber  except 
yarn  containing  any  wool  but  not  including  the  manufacturing  by 
hand  of  sucn  products." 

This  defini?t5ittn  isthe  same  as^  that  contained  in  the  current  minimum 
wage  determination  for  the  Textile  Industry,  which  has  been  in  effect  under 
the  public  Contracts  Act  since  June  24,  19^2,  Its"  wording  is  also  identi- 
cal with  that  provided  in  the  Textile  Industry  wage  order  issued  under -^iie  Mr 
Labor  Standards  Act  and  effecti^sre  April  20,  1942. 

Inclusions  l/     '    '   •   . 

The.  products  and  operations  covered  by  the  definition  of  this  Indus- 
try' may  be  roughly  classified  into  -four  interrelated  categcriep,  namely; 

.   A.  Yarn  and  thread  -  The  definition  applies  to  the  manufacturing 
and  processing  of  yarn  or  thread  (and  all  processes  preparatory  thereto) 
from  the  followine;  fibers*   .  •   -•-•''        ' 


> 


(1) 
(2) 
(3) 
(4) 
(5) 

(6) 
(,7) 

(S) 

O) 


Cotton  '   ■ '   ■ 

Flax   ^   ,  , 

Jute  .  •  •   .  • 

Grass ,  •  '  . 

Other  -vegetable  fibers  '. 

Silk   .      . •  "  / "    .  V 

Synthetic  fibers  (rayon,  nylon,  etc.) 

Ldix,tures  of  any  of  the  above  fibers   •   .  ' 

I/ixtures  of  any  of  the  above  fi'bers  with  wool  or  anim.al 

fiber  (other  than  sill^,  if  the  manufacturing  is  .done  by 

a  system  other  than  the  woolen  system  and  the  mixture 

contains  not  more  than  45  percent' by  weight  of  wool  or 

animal  fiber  (other  tnan  silk). 


.B.   Textile  fabrics  and  products  - 


XI 


(1)  .  Fabrics  woven  from  Silk,  vegetable  and  synthetic  fibers 
and  mixtures  thereof.  "   •  "'  "  '•"'• 

(E)   Fabrics- vroven  from  :..ixtures  of  wool  or  animal  fiber 
(other  than  silk)  containing  not  more  than  25  percent 
by  weight  of  such  fiber  with  any  of  the  fibers  designa- 
ted in  clause  (a)  of  the  definition,  with  a  margin  of 
tolerance  of  2  percent  to  meet  the  exigencies  of  ;.    ^ 
inanufacture.   .  •:  " 

(3)  File  fabrics  or  cord's  manufactured  from  any  fiber  or 
yarn  (except  .carpets  and  rugs  containing  any  wool). 

(4);  Net,  braid  and  lace  manufactured  from,  any  fiber  or 
yarn-. .  . 

(5)  Cordage,  rope  and  t^^dne  made  from,  any  fiber  or' yarn 
including  the  manufacture  of  paper  yarn  and  twine. 

(6)  Carpets  and  rugs  manufactured  from  grass,  paper,  or 
from,  any  yarn  or  fiber  except  yarn  or  fiber  contain- 
ing any  wool  but  not  including  the  m^anufacture  of 
carpets  and  rugs  by  hand. 


1/     The  follov;^ing  discussion  on  inclusions  and  exclusions  does  not  purport 
to  be  an  exhaustive  statement  of  coverage,  but  is  illustrative  of  the 
wide  variety  of  processes  and  products  within  the  scope  of  the  present 
definition.  (03632) 
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•   Frccesses  -»  The  integratiqr.^of'  the  spinning,  Vv'ea 
in-^   nrocesscs  in  the  Textile  ■Indlis -^ry  make  appropri 


^ _  ^^        _     _   eaving,  dyeing  and 

finishinj^  nrocesscs  in  the  Textile  ■Indlis -^ry  make  appropriate  their  inclu- 
sion in  a  single  industry.   This  industry  also  covers  tne  manufacturing  of 
batting,  wadding  or  filling  and  the  processing  of  waste  from  the  fibers 
enumxerated  in  clause  (a)  of  the  defi::ition. 

-P..  Further. processing -of  textile  fabrics  -  A  considerable  proporticn 
of  certain, textile  products'  sucn  as  bags,  bandages  and  surgical  gauze; 
bedspreads,  diapers  and  similar  articles  are  produced  by  v;eaving  mills. 
T.hese -products  have  therefore  been  included  in  the  definition.   In  order 
to  avoid  competitive,  .disadvantage  to  these  mills,  paragraph  (d)  of  the 
definition  covers  the  manufacture  of  these  products  even  v/hen  they  are 
made  in  a  non-integrated  establishment.  ..•:••- 

.  •  In-terms  of  the  classifications  used  by  the  Bureau  of  the  Census, 
this  definition  of  the  Textile  Industry  covers  all. or  a  significant  por- 
tion of  the  following  industries : 


Census  classification 


Principal  products  or  processes  in- 
cluded in  the  Census  classificatijjns 
that  are  covered  by  the  definition 

of  the  Textile  Industry ■ 


Entirely  covered  (or  covered 
vfith  only  minor  excerptions) 
Cotton  manufactures    . 
Si:lk  manufactures      .  •  ' 
Rayon  m^^nufactures 
Dj^eing  and  finishing  cotton,  rayon, 

silk  and  linen  textiles 
Carpets,  rugs,  end  mats  m.ade  from 

such  materials  as  paper  fiber, 

grass.  Jute,  flax,  sisal,  cotton, 

cocoa  fiber,  and  rags 
Lace  goods 

Linen  goods    :    ;  .  ■  ^     •■    , 
Jute  goods  (except  felt) 
Cordage  and  twine 
Textile  bags  -  not  mads  in  textile 

mills 

Partly  covered  .  ■■ 

Felt  goods,  v/ool,  hair  and  ;^ute  (ex- 
cept v/oven  felts  and  hat  bodies 
and  hats) 

Batting,  padding  and  wadding;  up- 
holstery filling 

Processed  waste  and  recovered 
wool  fibers 

Curtains,  draperies  and  bedspreads 


•All 
All 
■All 

All 
All  products  except  (l)  hand-made 
carpets  and -rugs,  (2)  rag  rugs 
containing  any  wool,  and  (3)  any 
rag  rugs  over  IS  square  -feet. 

All 
••  All 
•   .  All  ■ 
All  ■ 

All 


Cotton,  Jute  and  other  vegetable 
fiber  felt  goods 

Batting,  padding  and  wadding  con- 
taining any  of  the  fibers  enumera- 
ted in  clause  (a)  of  the  definition 

Processing  of  waste  :.Vom  any  of  the 
fibers  enumxerated  in  clause  (a)  of 
the  definition 

Curtains  and  bedspreads  made  from 
fabrics  covered  by  the  Industry 
definition 
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Census  classification 


Principal  products  or  processes  in- 
cluded in  the  Census  classifications 
that  are  covered  by  the  definition 
of  the  Text i 1 e  Industry 


House furnishings  (except  curtains, 
drapsries  and  bedspreads) 


Miscellaneous  fabricated  textile 

products,  n.e.c. 
Surgical  supplies  and  equipment  not 

elsewhere  classified;  orthopedic 

appliances 


Sheets,  pillowcases,  napkins,  bridge 
sets,  table  and  lunch  cloths, 
laundry  bags,  towels,  waish  cloths, 

.  blankets,  dish  cloths,  scrubbing 
cloths,  when  made  from  fabrics 
covered  by  the  industry  definition 

Diapers 

Absorbent  cotton,  adhesive  plasters, 
•bandages,  and  surgical  gauze  and 
dressings 


Excl 


usions 


1.  .The  definition  specifically  excludes  the  chemical  manufacture  of 
syntnetic  fiber  and  such  related  processing  of  yarn  as  is  conducted  in 
establishments  manufacturing  syntnetic  fiber.  ..': 

2.  The  sorting,  grading,  packing,  cleaning  or  handling  of  rags  vrhen 
performed  incidental  to  the  sale  of  such  v;aste  TDroducts  is  not  covered  by 
the  Textile  Industry,   The  manufacture  of  wiping  cloths  (except  when 
hemmed;  is  likewise  excluded. 

3.  The  reconditioning  of  second  hand  bags  is  normally  outside  the 
scope  of  this  industry,  except  in  those  casea  where  the  reconditioning 
operations  include  reweaving,  in  which  case  they  would  be  covered  by  the 
delinition.  ^ 

4.  The  manufacture  of  fiber,  yarn,  thread  or  fabric  from  glass, 
asbestos  or  other  such  mineral  product  falls  outside  the  scope  of  the 
Textile  Industry. 

V 

5.  Vfnile  paragraph  (b)  of  the  definition  includes  the  manufacture 
o.  bags  in  general,  it  does  not  include-  the  manufacture  of  barrack  bags 
and  wardrobe  bags  with  drawstrin;-s,  which  products  are  covered  by  the 
minimum  wage  determination  for  the  Cotton  Garment  and  Allied  Industries. 
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structure:  of  the  iijdustry  . 


Sumjnary  Statistics 


The  most   recent   comprehensive   statistical  data   for   the  Textile    Lidv.str:' 
are  those  of  the   Census   of  l^ianufactures   for  1959.     The  shift  to  a  vrar  econor^/ 
has    caused   considerable   chanfe,   bowQi-ej?,.  in  the.  several  branr-^hes    of  ri.^ 
industry  s  inco   that   time.      Thus,    for   example,    in   order  to  meet  the   expar.iea 
consumer  deinund  and  tho  needs   of  the  armed  forces   for  oertaii;  critical 
materials   cuch  as    cotton  duck,    insect   netting:,   tire   cord,    and  other   suc'.i 
items,    many   plants   have   had  to   divert  their  machinery  to  the   production  of 
products  v/hich  they  liad  never  before  i?p.r.ufacturod  or  .manufactured  only  ir. 
small   quantity.      The  "Census    data,    me.y  nevertheless    serve   as   a   fairly   aco'or-ite 
picture   of  tho    normal   peacetime   structure   of  tho    industry,   v/-.ich   in   1939 
represented  about    8|-  percent  of  th^  v.-aro  earner  employment  and  ahcut  4-J  per- 
cent  of  the  total  value  of  production  of  all  manufacturing  industries    in  th-: 
United  States.  "  .    .    •  .. 

On  the   basis    of  the   Census    data,    it    is   estimated   that  there  vrere    4,000 
establishmentG,    ongarring  approximately  653,000  v/ar^o   oirners,    in  tria   i.-;xtila 
Industry   in  1959.      These   establishments,  v/ith  a  total   val  ;e   of  production 
of  approxiintely  |2 ,500, 000,000, *»i^ere   distributed  amcng  .^0-fwnsus   industry 
classifications,    of  v^hich  onlv   21  v/ore   coniolstel--     <,or  v.-ith  minor   e:cce_.tions  ; 
covered   by  the    definition  of  this    industry.      Since  separate  data  -ver-:^   not 
readily  available  for  those   portions   of  tr.e   remaining  nin^   classifications 
that  were    only  partly  v/ithin  the   definition,   tho.  follov-in,?;   discussion  on  the 
structure  of  the   industry    is    restricted  to  tho   21  Census    classifications 
that   are  entirely  or  predominantly   covured  by  the  Toxtilo    Industry  defini- 
tion.     It   is  to  be  noted  triat  those   21  classifications   roprcscrted  about 
95  percent   of  the    incus try's   total   employuont   in   1959  and   abouo   85  percent 
of  its   total   value   of  products.  ^  .•   .  ,        , 

Cotton  manufr.ctu.rcs,    by    far  tho   Ir-rfrost    rrroup    in  the    industry,    accour-tod 
for  approximjately  41   porcont   of  the  ostablishmonts ,    65  perc-^nt  of  tho  v-nf^-s 
earner   employnont  and  55   percent  of  tho    value  of  products    in   1959    (Table   1). 
The  predominant   classification  in  this    group,   as  ".'011  as    in  tho    industry, 
is    cotton  broad  vrcvon   ,^oods.      This-  seginent,  yhile  reprosc2itin?:  only  sliehtly 
moro  than   l/5   of  tho   total   establishments,    accour:t--;d    "or  about    one-half  of 
the  v.'BgG   oarnors   an  3  t-.7o-fifths   of  the  total   v:-1ug   of  produ-^ts.      Crtton  yrrn 
establishments    accounted  for   11   rorccnt   of.ch  of  tho   cstablishmonts   and  v.-ap^ 
earners   and   9  percent   of  the   i^luo  of  products. 

■  ,  •    ■  *    '  ■  ' 

Tho   rayo.n  m^mufacturos    itroup  ropr.'sontod   16  porcont    of  t:ic   ostablish- 
mcnts,    15   percent   of  the  vagc   Ocirnors   and   16    percent    of  the   \Ti1uo   of  products 
Of  this    group,   the   most    important   sor;mont  v;as    broad  woven   goods,    .-hioh 
accounted   for   9  percent   of  the  total  numbor  of  ostf..blishmonts,    11  porcont 
of  tho  wage   earner  employment  and   15  percent   of  t.ho    value   of  prod-.:ct3. 

An  additional   11.5  porcont  of  tho   establishments  v;c  ro   accpuntv.-o   for  by 
the   silk,  manufactures    group.-     ThcsO   establishments   employed   6   poiccnt   of 
the  v/ago   earners    in  tho    industry  and  accounted   for  slip-htly  mor^-  th-n   5 
percent  of  the   value  of  products. 

I>/cing  and   finishin^:  plants   roprosontod  15  porcont   of  the  cst-\blish- 
monts  and   13  percent   of  tho   i^luc  of  products.     Althouc;:i  this   branch   omployod 
but    10  percent   of  tho  vmg..    ot-.rnors,   they   paid    out    15   porcont    of  tho   total 
wages    in  tho   industry'. 
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INTENTIONAL  SECOND  EXPOSURE 
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Census  classification 


Principal  products  or  processes  in-  , 
eluded  in  the  Census  classifications 
that  are  oovered  by  the  definition 
of  the  Textile  Industry 


House furn 


ishings  (except  curtains,;   Sheets,  pillowcases,  napkins,  bridge 


draperies  and  bedspreads) 


Miscellaneous  fabricated  textile 

products,  n.e.c. 
Surgical  supplies  and  equipment  not 

elsewhere  classified;  orthopedic 

appliances 


sets,  table  and  lunch  cloths, 
laundry  bags,  towels,  v/aish  cloths, 
.  blankets,  dish  cloths,  scrubbing 
cloths,  when  made  from  fabrics 
covered  by  the  industry  definition 
Diapers 

Absorbent  cotton,  adhesive  plasters, 
•bandages,  and  surgical  gauze  and  ' 
dressings 


Exclusions 

1.  The  definition  specifically  ejccludes  the  chemical  manufacture  of 
s^^-ntnetic  fiber  and  such  related  processing  of  yarn  as  is  conducted  in 
establishments  manufacturing  syntnetic  fiber. 

2.  The  sorting,  grading,  packing,  cleaning  or  handling  of  rags  when 
performed  incidental  to  the  sale  of  such  waste  products  is  not  covered  by 
the  iextile  Industry.   The  manufacture  of  wiping  cloths  (except  when 
hemmed;  is  likewise  excluded. 

3.  The  reconditioning  of  second  hand  bags  is  normally  o'utside  the 
scope  of  this  mdus-try,  except  in  those  cases  where  the  reconditioning 
operations  include  reweaving,  in  wnich  case  they  would  be  covered  by  the 
definition.  ^ 


4.   The  manufacture 


of 


^i^^^i  y^rn,  thread  or  fabric  from  glass, 
asbestos  or  other  such. mineral  product  falls  outside  the  scope  of  the 
Textile  mdustrv. 

V 

5.  While  paragraph  (b)  of  the  definition  includes  the  m.anufacture 
of  bags  m  general,  it  does  not  include  the  manufacture  of  barrack  bags 
and  wardrobe  bags  with  drawstrin,;s,  which  products  are  covered  by  the 
minimum  wage  determination  for  the  Cotton  Garment  and  Allied  Industries. 


(03632) 


r^  - 


I"  M  W  *'*'mttt0*ifi^'i0fM 


STRUCTIJRS  OF  THE   IIIDUSTRY 


Summary  Statistics 


The   most   recent   comprehensive   statistical   data   for   the   Textile    Industry 
are  those   of  the   Census   of  liknufactures    for  1S39,      The   shift  to   a  war  econoi^r 
has    caused   considerable   chancre,   bows irej^,.  in  the.  several  branches   of  the 
industry  since   that  time.      Thus,    for   example,    in  order  to  meet  the   expanded 
consumer   deinand  and  the  needs    of  the  armed  forces    for   -.ertaii;   critical 
materials   such  as    cotton  duck,    insect   nettin/i^,    tire   cord,    and  other   such 
items,    many   planes    have   had  to    divert  their   machinery  to  the    production  of 
products  v/hich  they  liad  never ,  before  mp.riufactur^d  or  sianufactured  only  in 
small   quantity.      The  "Census   data,    may  nevertheless    serve   as  ^   fairly   aco^orate 
picture   of  the   normal   peacetime   structure   of  the    industry,   vAich   in  1959 
represented  about    Q^  percent   of  the  v.-are  earner  employment  and  about   4-:^  per-^ 
cent   of  the  total   value  of  production  oH  all  manufacturing  industries    in  the 
United  States.  ^  ,  •  . 

On  the  basis   of  the   Census   data,    it   is   estimated  that  there  v/ere   4,000 
establishments,   engap:ing  approximately  653,000  wage  earners,    in  the  Textile 
Industry   in  1959.      These   establishments,  with  a   total   \'al:e   of  production 
Of  approxinntely  |2,5G0,CCO,0G0,^^ere   distributed  among  3C-f-wnsus   industry 
classifications,    of  v^hich  onlv   21  wore   completelv    (,or  v/ith  minor   s:cceotions  ; 
covered  by  the   definition  of  this    industry.      Since  separate  data  '.vere   not 
readily  available   for  those   portions    of  the   remaining  nine   classifications 
that  were    only  partly  within  the   definition,  the.  following  discussion  on  tho 
structure  of  the    industry    is    restricted  to  the   21  Census    classifications 
that   are  entirely   or   prcdom.inantly   covorod  by  the   Toxtilo    Industry  defini- 
tion.     It   is  to   be   noted  thiat  those    21   classifications    represented   about 
95  percent   of  tho   industry's   total  employuGnt   in  1959  and  abou^   85  percent 
of  its   total   value   of  products. 

—  .  •  •       •        ' 

Cotton  manufactures,    by    far  tho    l?rq;ost    r^roup    in  the    industry,    accounted 
for   approximately  41   percent   of  the  establishments,    65   percent   of  tho  i^^go 
earner  employnont  and  55  percent  of  tho    value  of  products    in   1939    (Table   1)# 
The  prodominant   classification  in  this    group,   as  v;oll  as    in  the    industry, 
is    cotton   broad  woven   goods.      This-  segment,   while   representing:  only  slightly' 
more  than  l/p  of  tho  total   establishments,    accounted   for  about    one-half  of 
the  wHge   earners    roid  tv/o-fifths   of  the  total    x^^luo   of  products.      Cctton  yarn 
establishments    accounted   for   11   percent    each  of  tho   cstablishm/jnts   and  wape 
earners    and   9  percent   of  the   i^luo   of  products. 
■   ■  .  -    »  '  ■  ... 

Tho   rayon  m£inufacturos    group  roprosontod   16  percent    of  tho   establish- 
ments,   15  percent  of  the  v/agc  earners  and  16   percent   of  the   ■'.'aluc   of  products. 
Of  tliis    group,   tho   most    important   scr;mont   was    broad  ivoven   goods,   wr;ioh 
accounted   for    9  percent    of  the  total  numbur   of  establishments,    11  percent 
of  tho  wage   oarnor  employment  and   15  porcont   of  tho    value   of  products. 

An  additional   11.5  porcont   of  tho   ostablishmonts   were   accpvuitod   for  by 
the   silk,  manufactures    group.-     Thcs6   establishments   employed   6  'percent  of 
tho  wage   earners    in  the    industry  and  accounted   for  slipihtly  more  than   5 
porcont   of  the   value   of  products.  " 

Dyeing  and   finishing  plants   roprosontod  15  porcont   of  the  ostablish- 
monts and   13  porcont   of  tho   value  of  products.     Although  this   branch  employed 
but   10  percent   of  the  vmgc   ot.rnors,   thoy  paid   out    15   porcont   of  the  total 
wages    in  the   industr;^'. 
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The   carpots  anci  rugs   branch  accounted  for   2.7  porcont   of  the  establish- 
ments and  0.5  percent  each"  of  the  wage  earners  and  value  of  products. 

The   remaining;  14  percent  of  the  ostablishnonts  v.'cro  primarily  cngafrod 
in  the  manufacture  of  miscollsnoous   textile   goods  and   fabricated  products. 
These  plants   onga^od   6  percent  of  the  v;agO  tamers   and  aocountod  for   11  por- 
.cent  of  the.  total  valuo  of  products.    •  Toxtilo   bag  plants,   representing  the 
largest  sogiriont   in  this   group,   accounted  for   7  percent  of  the  ostublishncnts, 
* 2 -percent  of  the  wage  o amor  employment  and  6  .porcvint  of  the  vr.liie  of  products. 

' Geographic.  Location'-  :•.-'• 

In  1939,   textile  plants  wore  located  in  40  of  the   48  stat,js.     ExaFdna- 
■tion  of  Table   2,   hov.'cvor,    discloses  that  practically  the  entire  Torctile 
'Industry  was   concentrated  in  the  Southeastern,   New  England  and  > lid die  Atlantic 
'regions.     These   regions   accounted   for  about   nine-tenths   of  all  the  establisii- 
•monts;    forty  percent,  of  the.  establishments  were   locatod  in  the   Jiiddlo  Atlantic 
"region,     31  percent   in  the  Southeastom  rer:ion,   and   18  pcrcant   in  tho  Xcw 

England  region.     The  remaining  11  percent  of  the  establishments  were  scuttcred 

among  the  other    6  regions. 

Since  establishments    vary  in  sizti,  the  number  of  wajr;©  earners  employed 
,    is  probably  a  more*  accurate,  index  of  the  inportancc  of  the   various   regions. 
The   Bureau  of  the  Census    docs   not   publish  state   distributions   of  wage   earners 
'for  each  class ificetion  if  such  information  v.-ould  tond  to  reveal  data   for  an 
^ individual  establishment  or  company.     Accordingly,    it  is   not  possible  to 
.give  complete  statistics   by  rci^ion  and  state   for  the  total  nuiaber  of  "wage 
'  earners   employed   in  all  the  establishments   in  this    Industry.     E!ri.ployr5ent 
•  statistics  .by  state,   for  the   21  Census   class  if  iccitions      included   in  this 
•tabulation,   are  avtiilablo,   however,    for  2,347   (or   93.2  percent)   of  the   3,055 
'establishments,   and  596,280    (or   94.8  percent )   of  the   629,174  -^.f^e  earners. 

In  1939,   59  percent  of  all  the  y/ugo  earners   for  which  individual  state 

^  breakdowns  were   avn.ilr.ble  wore   located  in  the   Southeastern  States.     The  Kot.- 

England   States   accounted  for   21  percent,   and  the   Middle  Atlantic  States    for 

•  an  additional   17  percent.     The  remaining  throe  porcont  :vere  scattered  among 

•  five  of  the   six  other  regions. 

Considered  together,  the  six  regions   comprising. the  North  represented 
two-thirds  of  the   establishments  and  59  percent   of  the  w.ge  earners    in  the 
industry.     The  two  Southern  regions,   on  the  other  h-^nd,  v/ith  only  one-third 
of  the  establishments,    accountod  for   61  percent   of  the  wagv;   e-ri.or  oruploy- 
ment.     The  primr;^  reason  for  this   situation  is   the  predominance   in  tho 
North  of  many  relatively  small  silk  and  rayon  manufacturing  plants   and   dyeing 
and  finishing  establishments,   as   contrasted  -.vith  the  concentration  of  the 
considerably  larger  cotton  broad  woven   goods   manufacturing  plants   in  the 
.South    (Table    3)c    l/  It   is    interesting  to  note  that  v/ith  the  oxceotion  of 
.cotton  broad  woven,  goods   and  cotton  :,'arn  establishments,  the  IJcrth  accounT:ed 
•for  a  majority  of  the  wage  earner  emplovment   in  every  one  of  the  21  Cons'os 
classifications   un'der  consideration.  *2/ 


The  marked  concentration  of  the   industry  in  a   few  states   is   clearly 
•indicated,  by  the   fact  tnat  the  seven  loadincr  states    (i.e.,   those  with  25  000 

1/  Sec  also  Appenc^x  Table  A  for   a   diitribution.  of  wage  earners  by  state  and 
by  branqh,  .  .  .  j 

2/  This    is   likewise  true  of  the  additional  9  Census   classifications  that  are 
only  partly  covOrod  by  the   definition  of  the  Textile   Industry. 
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Table  2.  Textile  Industiys  Number  and  location  ""of  establishments  and  wage  earners,  1939  a/ 


All  establishments! 


Region,  and  state 


United  States 
North 

New  England  States 
Maine  •  ■ 

New  Hampshire 
Veimont 
Ma  s  sacbu  s  ett  s 
Rhode  Island 
Connecticixt 

Middle  Atlantic  States 
New  York 
New  Jersey- 
Pennsylvania 

# 

Border  States 
Delaware 
Maryland 

District  of  Columbia 
West  Virginia 
Kentucky 

Great  Lakes  States 
Ohio 
Indiana 
Illinois 
Michigan 
Wisconsin 

Prairie  States 
Minnesota 
Iowa 

Missouri 
North  Dakota 
South  Dakota 
Nebraska 
Kansas 

Mountain  States 
Montana 
Idaho 
Wyaning 
Colorado 
New  Mexico 
Arizona 
Utah 
Nevadft 

Pacific  Coast  States 
California 
Oregon 
Washington 

South 

Southeastern  States 

Virginia 

North  Carolina 

South  Carolina 

Georgia 

Florida    . 

Alabama 
.  •.  Tennessee 

Mississippi 

Southwestern  States 
Arkansas 
Louisiana 
Oklahoma 
Texas 


ITumber 


3^055  b/ 


2,037 


555 
19 

35 

2 

236 

165 

98 

1,222 
368 
400 
454 

55 
■? 
32 

2 
15 

116 
31 
10 
49 
15 
U 

29 

-5 

2 
17 


1 

3 


57 

44 
7 
6 

1^018 

958 

"55 

419 

188 

157 

2 

86 

39 

12 

60 
3 
15 
1 
39 


Percent 


100,0 

66.7 

18.2 
"^ 
1.2 
.1 
7.7 
5.4 
3.2 

40.0 
12.0 
13.1 
14.9 

1.8 

.2 

1.0 

.1 
.5 

3.8 

ITo 

.3 

1.6 

.5 

.4 

jj9 
.2 

.1 
.5 


.1 
.1 


.1 


1*9 

•  2 
.2 

33»3 

31.3 

13.7 
6.1 
5.1 
.1 
2.8 
1.3 
.4 

2.0 

-:? 

.5 

* 

1.3 


Establishments  for  irhioh  vrage 
earners  were  reported  by  state 
Establishments       I  Wage  earners 

(Average   for  year) 
"Number      \     Percent 


Number 


Percent 


2^847 


1.895 


226 
157 

88 

1.208 
361 
396 
451 

27 

24 


82 
21 

43 
11 

7 

22 

6 

13 


43 

36 

3 

4 

952 

901 
46 
409 
182 
146 

80 

27 

9 

51 

4 

11 

36 


100.0 

66.6 

18.0 

.4 

1.0 

8.0 
5.5 

42.5 
12.7 
13.9 
15.9 

.si 
.8 


.1 

2.9 
•7 

1.5 
.4 
.3 

.8 

Tf 

.5 


•1 


1.5 

.1 

.1 

33.4 

31.6 
1.6 

14.4 
6.4 
5.2 

2.8 
.9 
.3 

1.8 
.1 
.4 

1.3 


596,280 


234,896 

126,381 
9^14^ 
7,955 

60,042 
33,038 
16,204 

98.263 
21,704 
23,988 
52,571 

2i74l 
2,291 


450 

3.669 
861 

2,074 
270 
464 

1,977 
577 

1,258 


142 


1,865 

1,497 

314 

54 

361,384 


34,883 
9,430 
2,529 


8.232 
649 
928 


6,655 


100.0 
39.4 
21.2 

lis 

10.1 
5.6 
2.7 

16.5 
3.7 
4.0 
8.8 

.4 


.1 

.1 

.3 
.1 
.1 


.3 

-J 

.2 


j3 
.2 

.1 


eo.6 

59.2 
3.0 
21.7 
15.5 
11.1 

5.9 
1.6 

1.4 
.1 
.2 

1.1 


Source:     Bureau  of  the  Census,  Census  of  Manufactures,   1939 
*      Less  than  one-twentieth  of  one  percent. 

a/  See   footnote  a/.  Table  1.  _.    , ,  .      looo 

b/  Theses  3,055  establishments   employed  an  average  of  629,174  wage  earners   m  1939.     ^-s 
shown  in  the   succeeding  columns,  wage   earner  breakdown  by  state  was   reported  for 
2,847  establishments  employing  a  total  of  596,280  wage  earners. 
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Table  3.     Textile  Industry:     North^South  a/  distribution  of  establishments  and  wage 

earners  for  specified  Cens'as  classifications,   1939 


Census  classification 


Establishments 


Total  I    Percentage  dis- j  ,       ^ 

nunber!  tribution  j ^otal  | United! 


Vfage  earners 
(Average   for  the  year) 


Percentage  distributicr 

Undistn- 


jUnited! 

'  States :  North'  South' 


number:  States  North 


I 


Scjuth 


buted  by 
region 


21  Census  classifications  entirely  covered  by  the  definition  b/ 


I 


Cotton  manufactures: 

Broad  wo^^-en  goods 
Narrow  fabrics 
Yam 
Thread 

Silk  mareafactures: 

Broad  woven  goods— regular  : 
.factories  or  jobbers  ea- 

gaging  oontraotors 
Broad  woven  goods— contract 

factories 
Narrow  fabrics 
Yam  and  thread,  spun  or 

thrown- regular  factories  or 

jobbers  engaging  contractors 
Throwing  and  spinning-contract 

factories 

Rayon  maiaifactures: 

Broad  woven  goods-regular 

factories  or  jobbers   en^ 

gaging  contractors 
Bi*oad  woven  goods— contract 

factories 
Narrow  fabrics 
Yam  and  thread,    spun  or 

thrown- regular  facto x'ies  or 

jobbers  engaging  contractors 
Throwing  and  spinning-coi>- 

tract  factories 


Dyeing  £^nd  finishing  cotton, 
rayon,  silk  and  linen  textiles 

Carpets,  rags  and  mats  niade  from 
Such  materials  as  paper  fiber, 
grass,  jute,  flax,  sisal,  cot- 
ton, cocoa  fiber,  and  rags 

Miscellaneous  textile  goods 
and  products 

Laoe  goods 
Linen  goods     ' ' 
Jute  goods 
Cardage  and  tirine 
Textile  bags  not  made  in 
textile  mills 


•   1248   I  1CX).0  39. Ij  60.9 


I 


661 
163 
340 
75  1  100.0 

350   i  100.0 


100.01  31.9  68.1 


lOO.Oi  92.0 


100.0'  18.1  81.9 


8.0 


82 


40G.317 


312,249 
13,318 
70,452 


100.0  I 


100.0 
100.0 
100.0 


85.3!  14.7;  13,2981100.0 
92.6 j   7.4 1  35. 724 1 100.0 


100,0 1   90.2       9.8 


8,754 


100.0 


37     '    100.0 1   97.3:     2.7 
100      }    100.0     98.0 i     2.0 

I 


53      !    100,0 


I 


78 

479 


100.0 
100.0 


196      I    100.0 


I 

84.9!   15.1 

j 

91.0^     9.0 
84.6 i   15.4 


70.4;   29.6 


79 

120 


52 
32 

468 


IX.O'  97.5;     2.5 
100.0!  93.3'     6.7 


100.0!   88.5:  11.5 


84 


100.0 


100.0 


100.0 


100.01     0 


89.1 


90.5 


10.9 


1,096  100.0 
4,309  100.0 


9,191,100.0 

12,374 i 100.0 
84.09  7  i  100.0 


22.6 

20.7 
89.7 
10.3 
63.5 

77.9 


65,  432;  100.0 


63.3 

85.7 
93.1 


69.3 

88.6 
57.4 


75.2 

77.9 
2.8 

88.5 
15.4 

7.8 
13.3 


2.2 

1.4 
7.5 
1.2 

21.1 

14.3 
23.4 


49.8 


-  I    14.3 

-  ;      6.9 

2.2!   28.5 


11.4 
35.9 


I 


0 
6.7 


4, 313 '100.0     94.6 
5,999  1 100.0     83.3 


5,930 1 100.0 

2,  423 '100.0 

i 

60,  237 1 100.0 


t 


426         100.0 

63      1   100.0  100.0 

-  9 

22 

116 

216 


9fc5J     3,137]  100.0 

I 
76.8!  23.2|   36.662)100.0 


i 


71.1 
100.0 

71.4 

61.8 
60,3 


45.9 
2.0 


100.0!  88.9 

100.0 !  50.0 

10Q.C|  73,3 

I 

100 .01  74.1 


11.1  i 

50.0 

26.7 


25.9 


7,  254 '100.0 

1,735; 100.0 

3,586 1 100.0 

12,096 1 100.0 


0 
21.7 

17.7 
20.7 


11,9911100.0 


100.0 

*59.9i  *  - 

19 .6 j  5.6 

54.6}  24.7 

I 

54.1 j  36.6 


4.3 

5.4 

14.7 


28.9 
0 

6.9 

20.5 
19  JO 


9  Census  ol^ssifioationa  pairtly  oover^d  by  the  definition  b/ 


Felt  goods,  wool,   hair  and   jute 

Batting,   padding  and  wadding: 
upholstery  filling 

Processed  waste  and  recovered 
wool  fjLbers- regular  factor- 
ies and  jobbers  engaging 
oontraotors 

processed  waste  and  recovered 
t      t    "wool  fibers— cent raot   factories 

I   Oartains,  draperies  and  bed- 
spreads-made in  regular  fac- 
tories or  by  jobbers  engag- 
ing oontraotors 
CXirtains,  draperies  and  bed- 
spreads-contract factories 

House^mishings  (  except  can- 
tains,  draperies  and  bed- 
spreads ) 

Miscellaneous   fabricated  tex- 
tile products,   n.e.o. 

Surgical  supplies  and  equipment, 
n.e.o*;   orthopedic  appliances 


37 


100.0 1 100.0  I     0      1      3,346 


I 


124^   !   100.0 


126 
27 


100.0 


74.2 


83.3 


25.8 


362 
75 

472 
300 

360 


100.0!   96.3 


16.7 
3.7 


100.0 
100,0 

100.0 
100.0 

100.0 


80.1 
98.7 

95.3 
95.7 

93.9 


19.9 
1.3 

4.7 
4.3 

6.1 


4,505 

4,225 
619 


100,0 


100.0 


100.0 
100.0 


15,  798  j  100.0 
1,1091100,0 


10, 623 j 100.0 
! 
5,852 


100,0 1       0 

...  .    ..  . 


71.9 


71.3 
73.0 


8.468 


100.0 
100.0 


50,8 
89.5 

90,6 
89,6 

98.3 


lUB 


18.4 


45.2 


0 
40.1 
74.8 
20.7 

9.3 


O 
16.3 


10.3 
27.0 


4.3 
2.4 


4,0 

10,5 

5.1 
7.8 


•5  :  1.2 


Source;     Bureau  of  the  Census,   Census  of  Manufactures,   1939 

a/     For  list  of  states  included  under  North  and  South,   see  Table  2, 

h/     See  footnote  a/.  Table  1. 
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or  moro  wago  ocirnors    in  1959)   l/  ongagod   79  percent  of  the  vmgo  oamors 
for  which   individual  stato   breakdowns  worp  aya.iXal?.lQ,.  whilo.  tho   four  .states   2/ 
employing  from  iO,000  to   25,000  wr.gc  earners   accounted  for  an  additional   13 
percent;  thus  a  total  of  92  percent  of  the   industry's  vrtx^o  earner  employment 
in  1939  was   concentrated   in  11  states.     The   distribution  of  wage   earners, 
classified  according  to  state  ••//ae;c  earner  employ mont,  was   as    follows: 


Total  number  of  wage  earners   reported  ly  state 

Statps  with  25,000  or  more. wage .oarngrs    (7  states) 

.  Statps  with  10,000  to.  25,000  wage   earners    (4  states) 

-  States  with   2^500  to   10,000  wage   earners    (5  states) 

•States  with  less  than  2,500  wag6  carriers    (24  states) 

Size   of  Establishments 


Number     Percent 
596,280       100.0 


468,611 

78.6 

80,029 

13.4 

35,811 

6.0 

11,829 

2.0 

Althouf?:h  there  are  a  number  of  large   companies   and  mills   engaged  in  ' 
the  processing  of  textile    fipers    c;nd   fabrics,   the    industry'   is    generally 
characterized  by .the  prosencG  of  many  small  mills.      Since  no  process    in 
textile  spinning  or  weaving  requires   large-scale  operations   to  be   conducted 
efficiently,    small-scale  plojit   operations   are   common.      Increasing  the  size 
of  mills   docs   no1;   appear  to  result'  in  any  appreciable  manufacturing  economies. 
Large  mills .diffqr   from. small  mills   only   in  the  number  of  spindles,    looms, 
and  auxiliary  -q^ipnicnb ;  while,   their  labor  force   is   larger     it   bears   about 
the   same  ratio  to  equipment  and  production  as    in  tho   smaller  mills.   3/ 

In  1939,    only   10  percent  of  t«he   3,055  ostablishmonts    in  tho  Textile 
Industry  employed  moro  than  500  wage  earners   4/   (Table   4).     Establishments 
iA  this    category,   ?iOwcvdr,    accounted   fo;*   approximately   50  percent    of  the 
wage -earner 'employment  and   46  percent   of  the  value   of  products.      The  next 
largest  size   group,    Lhose  with  from  251  to   500  wage   earners,   represented 
an  additional  13  percent  of  the  plants  and  accounted  for  23  percent   of  tho 
wage   earners   and  22   percent   of  the   valuo   of  products.      On  the  othor  hand, 
the   54,3  percent  of  the   establishments  with  less  than  100  workers   accounted 
for   but    9  percent    of  tho   en^loj'Tncnt  and   12  percent  of  the  total  valuo   of 
production.   •  •  *  • 

Soventy-four  of  the   98  plants    in  the  Textile    Industry  that  v;ere  employ- 
ing more  than  1,000  wage  earners    in  1939  were  primarily  engaged  in  tho       "    * 
production  o'f  cotton  manufactures.     These  plants,  while   representing  but 
6  percent   of  the   establishments,   accounted   for  about   one-third  of  the  wage 
eavnor-'- Employment*  in  the   cott'on  manufactures    group    (Table   5).     Tho  smaller    • 
plants,    (i.o;,  thbso  with' loss  than  100 'wage  earners)   represented  about  29    ■ 
peVccnt^of  the  establishments 'and  §  percent  of  the   employment.     The  pattern'", 
was   by  {10  meqins   uniform  throughout  .the   group.     Thus,    for  example,   plants      . "  ;"  ' 
with  less  than  100  wage   earners   accounted  for   but   2  percent   of  tho  employ^, 


m^ 


)nt    in'the   «otton  broad 'woven  goods   plants   and  29  percent   of  the   employment 
in  the  narrow  fabrics   branch.     Tho,  corresponding  percentages  were   8  and  10 
for  thD   yarn  and  thread  branches,   respcctivolv.  >.-.-• 

1/  Classified  according  to  number  of  wage   earners   employed,   these   states   dro : 
,^Nort}>  Carqlina,,  South, Carolina,  ^Georgia,   Massachusetts,    Per-nsylvania,      ' 
Alabama  and  Rhode   Island.^  •'  ...        -      • 

2/  Nov/  Jersey,   New  York,   Virginia  and  Connecticut.  .''  '  . 

V  -^Iderfer  and  Ilichl,   Economics  of  American   Industry,    1942,   page   306. 
4/. As    indicated  previously,   this   discussion  is   based  upon  Census'  data   for  the 
21  classifications  that   are  entirely    (or  with  minor  exceptions)   covered  by 
.the  dufinijbion  of  the   industry.    •  '  -  .  (o3632) 
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I  Ifbyono  poroost  of  tho  -wttga  oirjQors    in  the  rayon  inanufacturos    group 
^r©  dngagod  by  plasfca  with  over  500  migo  earnors.     Plants   in  this  *5r.to|:or>- 
3^op>o«cntod  loss  than  10  |»roont  of  tho  ostablishmonts-  in  the  "toranchv     is    ' 
oa-    bo  s'oon  fror.  TablX5  "6,  tho   distribution  of  o^tablishmcnts   r.nd  omplorcas 
a.cdrdin-g  to  si^   of "  cstcfclishmor.ts   vtiriad  (rroatly  €.->pn-g-  the   so^/|;ral 
branchos   &ohst:'.tuting  tho  ra:/T>n  grbup. 

■ 

In  the   silh  nr.nufr-cturcs    ^roup,   slightly   legs  than   70  porccnt   of  tho 
plants   oraployod  100  or   fcv/er  wc.50  or.rnors.     Sstnblichmonts   of  this   size  ' 
^Gn^..^d  c-.bout   24.  percent,  of  the  wagQ  oarncrs.   in  this    bran.ch.     Sixtyrcirfit 
pcrcGnt'  of  tho   cmrloymcnt   in  ±hi&  branch  y^.s  accounted  for  by  th.   28  ocrc^^-'t- 
of^tho  ostablishncnts   that  h^id   from  101  up  to  500  ^vi^.go.  oarn.r^ .  "    *      / 

Although  dyoing  and   finishing  plants  v/orc    orGdominantly  scr.ll,   plroits 
vnth  ovor  500  wa/!;c   .oarncrs   account-^d  for  noarly^ono-third  of  tho  cnplo^'s.nt . 

Distribution  of  establishments  and  iv?:.p^o  oarnors   classified  recording 
to  SX3C   of  establishment   for  the  other  br-,nches   are  also  shovm  in. 'Pable   5.. 

Principal  Trade  Associations 


Practically  every  branch  of  the  To.-±ilo   Lndustry  hr;S   a  n^.tipncd  tr:    . 
association.      Thore   arc,    in  addition,    numerous    local,    state   r-id- -rQfrion£,i  . 
groups.      The  bureau  of  Foroigji  rx.d  Domestic   Commerce  publication, -^-rade   " 
and  Professional  Associations",    lists    55  nationr.l  and-  interstate   orgcoiiz— 
tions  with  th.ir   approximate   mombcrships    in  1941.    l/     Thos.^  associat-ior^    ' 
were  distributed  aiTionr  the   vr.rious  branches   CsS   folIo-vTs  :  '  •  - 


. •      Total  ;      .a  ■  '  ■ 

Toirbilo-inill  products  .'•.•       -    . 

Cotton  mr.nufacturcs 
Silk  and  rayon -icanufactures. 
D\^o'ing  r-nd:  .finishing  textiles    •     . 
Carpets,    ru/rs   and  other   floor   coverings 
Miscellaneous   te:^tile   goods     :     ' 
Miscellaneous    fabricated   textile   products 
Surf?;ical   supplies 

Principal  Trade   Unions  • 


55 

Q 

12 

8 
6 

1 

14 

4 

i 


About   ono-thind  -of  tho  workers   in  the  cotton  texi;ile  •  industrr -nd   from 
20  to   40^era3nt   of  the  workers    in  the   rayon  md  silk  textile   indlist-ies 
are  now  covered  ^  union  arreozr^jnt;?;;:  In  ■;r^ii\ib:ry:  1S45  Tti^arbstin^tea  tHaf- 
from  40  to  60  pGi-oent-bf  the  wrlcGl^-in- textile '-djj^iln^  and   fini^hin^  elarts 
v.'cro   likewise  covered  by  union  agrroemcnts .    2/        '•.  ■        "  '         . 

The   principal   unions    in  tho   industry  are  the   Textile  WorkeVs   Union  of 
America  ■  (eiO)  ^^  ^IKT  -United  Toxt-ils  -Workers    of  Amor ica.-(AFL>^  -..-In  -the   cotton 
textile    fi-ld,   tae   former   represents    about    fo-.ar-fifths    of  th.  Workers    under 
ugrooment;  the  latter  approximr^tely  one-fifth. 

!/■  i>e.e  Appencix:Vat;i.   ii....i:or  a.  Iist.ef  Jthese   as-ociatiors   and 't^eir  -o— '- 

mate_manbii!:;ea.ip....ia.a.S.41r_ ^,    •/  _^  •  -       .  -^-'     --  -  - 

1/  U.S.   Departi^ijt  of  labory  Bureau^  ef"  Labor  StaUst  j;ss.^':H;pc^ent:9f 'CoUooti^ 

bargaining:;  and   Union  Status  .    Jcjiuar;/   1945. — -i-:;-^. 

f  ^^^  -^^  ..  \ 
V.ecwCzi; 


!'""^ !';» 


INTENTIONAL  SECOND  EXPOSURE 
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•  Iffcy-ono   porcont   of  the  \TOgc  oar^iors    in  the  rayon  manufactures    ^oup 
wore  ©ngagod  by  plants  with  ovor  500  wrcgo  oarnors.     Plants    in  this  catocorj- 
rop^oscntod  loss  than  10  percent  of  tho  ostablishimonts   in  tho -briiriChv     As     - 
oa^    h-i  sbon  ft-er.  Tabic  "5,  the   distribution -of  offtablisl-monts   and  cmplovocs 
a, cording  to  siio   of- ostatlishmcrts    vr.riod  prroatly  a^n-^  tho   soveral' 
branchos    Gonstr'.tuting  tho  rayon  f^rbup. 

In  the    silL:  inanufacturcs    ^roup,   slijrhtly   less  than   70  porccnt    of  ths 
plants   omployod   100  or   fcv/er  wage  oarnors.     Sstablichmcnts   of  this   size  ' 
^ongrlgod  about   24-- percent,  of  the  rrago  earners   in  this    branch,      Sixty-eirfit 
pcrcvint'of  the   employment   in  this   branch  7/r.s  accounted  for  by  th.   2'^  -x^rccrif 
of-tnc  ostablishncnts   that  h:;d  from  101  up  to  600  ^vi;ge.  oarn.V«. 

'  Although  dyeing  and   finishing  plants  vjorc   oradoriinantly  sinr.ll,   plants 

v/xth  over   500  wage   earners   accounted   for  nearly  one-third  of  the   eriplo^-ri.nt. 

Distribution   of  estabiishracr.ts   and  iVj:.go  oarnors    classified  rccordi^i- 
to  size   of  establishment   for  the  other  br:^:ches   are  rU-so  shov/n  in  Tt^blo   L, 

Principal  Trade  Associations     '  .      .  ~       . 

Practically  overy  branch  of  the   To:±ilo    Industry  has   a  n^.tional  tr"  u. 
association.      Thoj-e  are,    in  addition,   numerous   local,    state   and  ro^rio-x.!  • 
groups.      The   tJureau  of  Foreign- rx.d  Domestic   Coirciiorce  publication, -"Trii-ce   "      - 
and  Professional  Associations",    lists    55  national  and-  interstate   orgcaiiz-- 
t ions  with  th.ir  approximate  memborships    in  1P41.    l/    Thos .  associatior^    " 
wore   distributed  a^Tiong  the   various-  branches   ais    folTov/s  :  ■  ^    • 


.  •       Total  :       .•:.:-         - 

r  To:rbilo-»i:iill  products  .'•        - 

Cotton  mrinufactures 
Siilc  and  rayon  •  itianuf act ures.        .  ~ 
EK'ding  rjid:  .fin is hin  g  t e>:t i Tes    -    . 
Carpets,    rugs   and  other   floor   coverings 
MiscollaT^eous   te^^tile   goods     ; 
Hisccllanoous   fabricated  textile  products 
•Surgical  supplies 

Principal  Trade   Unions  ••  •: 


5£ 

9. 

12 
8 
6 
1 

14 
4 

i 


on  H-      aT     '^^-^-'-''■^■^  ^^-  workers  in  the  cotton  t:xfeil.   industry  and   fron 
20  to  40  percent   of  the  workers   in  tho_^rayon  md  silk  teztil-   indLet>-ies 
arc  now  covered   ^  union  -greerriintsVy  In  JaiiiiKry;  1945 -i^wasr^stiri:^^^      tHa^- 
from  40  to  60  pGi>*oent-  of  tho  ivor\kGi^s^tfri:extile-dvein.-  -nd   firisViv,^    A-—^^ 
v.'oro.  likewise   covered  by  union  agreements.    2/         "         ^  ~  '      *" 

^  The   principal   unions    in  tho   industry  are  the   Textile  IVorkers    Union   of 

AmeriOa    (uIO;  ^^  t^lKT. United  Text-ils'  Workers   of  Amer  ioa.-(AFL).  '   In  the  cotton 
textile    field,   tlic   former  represents   about    four-fifths    of  th.   workers   u:vd  f 
e^groomont;  tho  latter  approximately  one-fifth. 


V  ^o^.  App,enaix.V,cDlv..  i3...Ji)r  .s..:Ust..,ef  Jthise.  associations   and 'tho ir  r  T.r-.roj.h- 

2/  U.S.   Departioeiit  of  tcJ:or;l^u^o'cvroFZSirliih:im^ 

bargaining  and   Union  S-batus,    Jcjiaary   1945.  '  '^  "    '   '■' — 
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Cotton  Textil-  s 


A  widely  used  measure  of  activity  in  the  cotton  textile  industry  is 
^ne  volume  o-  cotton  consumed.   These  -data  are  compiled  by  the  Bureau  of 
rne  census  from  reports  received  frc^Ti  all  raw  cotton-consuming  establish- 
ments.  A  bile  is  considered  to  be  "consumed"  :vhen  it  is  opened  at  the 

in  IQ^Q*^*"'  consumption  increased  from  a  monthly  average  of  614  thousand  bales 
in  1959  :o  a  peak  of  953  thousr.nd  bales  in  1942,  an  increase  of  55  percent 
,i-Die  j).      Since  then,  however,  cotton  consumntion  has  been  declining 
continuously,  dropping  to  a  m.onthly  average  of  608  thousand  bales  during 
i^-^4t  -.na  793  thousand  during  the  first  7  months  of  1945. 

^  /^^^'^^''■^  number  of  active  spindles,  which  had  increased  by  approxi- 
mately 700,000  be1..een  1959  and  1942,  has  been  declining  ever  since  [^'ile 

V.\i  I  f":   °^  '■''^'-^^   ^^^""^^^   ^°^^^  ^^^  ^^rc^ge   activity  per  swindle 

1939  triQ^r  ^°\^^^^  -'^^^-ii^"-^  "^^^'^^^.  '^oth  increasing  continuously  from 
ij6'd   to  1942  and  decreasing  from  1942  through  1945. 

..^r^J^^''^^J'''''^''^^''''*    ^'  defined  by   the  &ur^au  of  the  Census,  means 
c^g^regate  co.ton  spindle  hours  equal  to  SO  hours  of  activity  per 'S-d.-v 

greater  thTnt J"  ''f'  '^""'''  '"  '^'^'''''     "^^^^^^  -SS-ogate  spindle  hour;  are 
or^ao^ci^^f  •l^^'^'^I'  operation  in  excess  of  this  theoretical  standard 
nLh^^  ^  -s  indicated;  if  a^^gregate  spindle-hours  fall  short  of  this 
number  operation  below  theoretical  capacity  is  indicated.   As  sho^^  in 
itv  tn  ic?rr  '°''^'  '^  '°*^°^'  spinning  increased  from  89  percent  of  caiDac- 
dro4ed  to  IPQ  ^P^^^^f--^^^!'/  1'^^  P^-^^-nt  in  1942.   Thereafter,  operations 
dro  ped  to  129  percent  of  capacity  in  1943,  120  pcroent  in  1944/rnd  to 
slightly  m.ore  than  100  percent  in  July  1945. 

ture  orcot'on  ^°  ^^'  '"'"'*  P^^'^^^^i-^  ^^^^^^    P-^^   production  in  the  manufac 
linc-^r  v'rdc  of  r>;  •''°'''-'''  ^^"^^^  occurred  in  1942,  -^hen  31, 291  million 
linc.r  y.rds  of  fabric  were  produced,  l/  Production  dropped  to  10  725 
..iilion  yaras  in  1943  and  to  an  estimated,  total  of  9, 945^million  y;'!'  in 

in^he^'^in  v^dtM  ^^"°^"^'^°!?  ?^"  ^^^^^^^  ^^^^^^^  woven  .goods  (fabrics  over  12 
foUo-in^  t'h^  '  '-'''  -^^^^^   quarterly  by  the  Bureau  of  the  Census.   The 
fex^'^t  f.r  '^  °^^^  tne  quarterly  production  of  cotton  broad  woven  goods 
(ex..pt  tir.  fabrics)  containing  by   .veight  51  percent  or  more  cotton- 


Yecr 


irch 


June 


Seotombor 


1943 
1944  > 
1945 

V Not  available. 


2,839 
2,540 
2,373 


(millions  of  linear  yards) 
2.720        2,512 
2,413        2,294 
^/  a/ 


December 

2,525 
2,316 
a/ 


Total 


10,596 
9.563 


a/ 


1/     National  7/ar  Labor  Board,  Report  of  Fact  Finding  Panel,  In  the  Matter 

•    ?■'   ■  2^^  Southern  Cotton  Textile  Companies  on<^.   th^  -'V:v4.^i..  .r^.w..-, 

■■^nion  or  Am^erica,  C.I.O..  September  18,  1 Q4^  T.i.i.  ^< '  ^  ^ 
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Table  6.     United  States  Consumption  of  Lint  Cotton,   1939 

through  July  1945  '    " 


^■•^^^^^■•f 


Lint  cotton  consumed 


1939  .  (monthly 

1940  (monthly 

1941  (monthly 

1942  (monthly 

1943  (monthly 

1944  (monthly 

1944 J  January 
-  February 

March 
'♦  April 

May 
- '  Jiine 
July 

•  August 
September 

•  October 
November 

•  December 

1945} ►    January 
February 

•  ifeirch 
April 

May 

June. 

July 


average) 
average) 
average) 
average) 
average) 
average) 


Number  of  bales  . 


Index 
(1939  Average  -  100) 


100.0 
109.3 
143.6 
155.1 
144.7 
151.6 

133.3 

132.1 

147.1 

126.3 

135.6 

131.2 

117.8 

157.0 

129.1 

129.5 

136.2 

123.9 

138,4 
127,3 
159.7 
125,3 
135,2 
128.0 
109,6 


Source 


194rs\oDL'L'n?'^^^^^^   °^  Conrnerce,  Survey  of  Current  T.,....o., 
iy4*i  supplement  and  subsequent  monthly  issues    ' " 
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Table  7.  Textile  Industry:  Cotton  spindla  activity, 

1939  through  July  1945 


^.)^ 


Active 
spindles 
,._.  (thousands) 


"1939     (iaanthly  avera^J 

1940  (monthly  average)^ 

1941  (monthljr  average) 

1942  (monthl^  average) 

1943  (monthly  average) 

1944  (monthly  average) 
1945:  January  ;  | 

Febnaary  : 
March 
April  [": 

May 
June 
July 
August  "B. 


Active  spindle  hours   I  Operations  a/ 


Total 

(millions 

0^  hours ) 


Average  hours 
par.  spindle... 
in  place 


Percent  of 
CEkpaoity- 


J  • 


aoo.5 


Source:  U.  S/Departaient  of  Commerce,  purvey  of  Current  Busine..,  1942 
Supplement  and  subsequent  monthly  issues  ^  •.  " ,." 

a/ Operations  are  computed  on  a  5.day,  2  shift,  80  hour  i-reek  basis.   In 
compiit>ing  the  percenta?-es,  allo-rances  are  made  for  that  portion  of  total 
spindiss  not  normally  operated  on  holidays. 

'i-'\.y'r-^-    •      *  ■     .  ;  .       .■■•/••......;.        •  ■    ■  • 

b/ Preliminary 


I  ^:,.j:.  ! 
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The  War  Manpovver  Commission  ha^  cstimr.t^d  thr.t  the  lar-e  cent-uc  de- 
mand for  textiles  will  require  maximum  output  for  nt  leart  arotv.r-r  yir^.l/ 
The  quarterly  output  of  cottons,  the  tightest  in  the  -utdpIv  of  -'ll  toxtlTr-s 
IE' expected  to  increase  abou-^.  300  mil]lonT?rds -dunu?;4hi.  noitt   f cur  cr 
live  months.  .  hTir.tever  excess  remains  rfrer  satisfvinP:  the  domestic  ~  -v  t 
will  be  diverted  to  fill  unsatisfied  foreign  needs.  ^ 

Rayon  Textiles 

Rayon  yt-rn  rjid  str.plo  fib-  r  ot^nsuraption  is  used  .-s  r  mcpsur-  -''  - -♦■^t- 
ity  in  the  rayon  toxtilg  indusiry,  just  ^s  tsotton  oonsumDtion  is  ug  -  to' 

TZl"^? /"'^''li^^  v"  *^^  °°**'"  *^^'-*-  ^'   i«"strj'.  Data  on  ocns-jmotion  arc 
ooKpilcd  monthly  by  the  Textile  EocnoL-ics  Bureau.  And  oublishcd  ii>.  thc 
liayon  Organon.  '  .-■...;• 

Rayon  yarn  oonsuirption  ha.-  risen  st&adily  since  1S3&,  when  the  p.-th- 
ly  aver.age  aniounted  to  30  Ejliion  ,>ounds  (Table  6).  By   1S.44.  the  r.onthlv 
avorage  was  44.9  million  pound..  an<;  data  avrilablc.  for  the  first  seven 
..ontns  of  1345  Indi.ete  that  tic  aT^ragc  for  1945  Kill  be  even  .hi^he;: 

19-9  ^3°?oi^''''u^  'u'""""  -^=^^"^'Pti=--'.'''-tcr  a  oonsidcrabie  decline  betorccn 
19-9  and  1940,  has  been  rising  ever  since. 

TBSijQs  z:r  siTLonzm  akd  pay  rolls 

m^nt  -nd'oa^'r.V    ^""^  "'^'^-^?^  production  ^xork.rs.    and  indexes   of  cnplov- 

f'r'ni^c^nd     ;    •'"   P""i^'"^^  "--""t^-ly  bv  the-  Bureau  of  Labor" Statistic;    ' 
for  mnc    industries    or  jrovps   of  industries  whic!"    -r-   eith-'r  entir  V.  o,. 

stM  ^tic°r-r'  ^  *^--.^^f-"tion  of  th.  Textile   Ind^rt^;       II  ho^:;   th" 
f*i^;*'°'   ^°l   '^•"■"^   industries   include   data   for  products  -.Thich  d-  net 
b^  ,•  J  ^  ^"  the  scope   of  ^his   Industrv,   the   over-kll   trend  -.touH  prob' bl, 
be  indicative  of  the  trenis  for  th^   covered  portions,  ^hich  i„  rll   c-^   s 
represent  a  majority  of  the  rorkers   in  the   respective  categories. 

Product t ion    /orkers 

The  number  of  production  workers   in  the  cotton  n-anufrctur  s    f'xc--t 

194^     r:hLf  ti'  '";"'^\'  continuously  fro.   1939  up  thriuthloco.^^r 

Sin  o  tL        it,*^:^.'.'^':'::.  '?   ^^^-«-  P--'^  510.300  -.orders. 
,       ■'»    no^vevv.  ,    exoopt   lor   .-.n  occ-sional  .sii^^ht  ^^onthlv  in- 

rTab"'.r.°r"l '"%'"'"  ''°''''''  continuously  f  ro.rnonthto  L;Ih 
i'usc^^fr'th     d     f- ^^  *  '  •'^^°-^'"   ='  *^-'^   *^-^  i^c^?o^.r  Con^iseion.    t.he  basic 

rstrnrL\t^ind:;tT;!|?°"^='=  '''■'■  *>;-  --P-tlvdy  low.a,e   rates\,x- 

in  103s'tn'"oo'"in'"ci?**°"  T^'  "'^--^^   =l--oascd  slightly  fror,  13.300 

Sincb  that  ti;     ^t  r      K^  ^"-^i  ^''"^  ''^''    "=  ^  P'"^  °f  17. 700- in  1942. 
uxiiwc    onaT;  T:imc   it  has    been  dro'-,'--?  r-  t«o~i-iT -vi,,        j  -,  .    ,     , 

1S39  level  in  June   194&.'         '"^'"^'-''-  rcsu^^rly  ar4  v.as   siijhtly  above   the 

i/      =Var  i:anpow*r  Commission,    The   Labor  fcrict^    September   1945.    p.    IS. 

^  thf  HrJ'"°''S'^;^-  f^'"^^-  °f  t-'^e  '-'^^  Production  Board  to  IV. -4.  D^Vs  of 
reoorl  '"'.>,  T,  ^" '°'"  ^''■''--  '■'  -'Produced  in  the  fact  f  nd^t  :?,°f 
Toxtii;  WTJ^^L"::.   .!^..f°"^"°'-"     °^^°"  Textile  Cor-pani.s   and  the 

(^36c2) 


>r,vij  .^^  ->.> 


^JJ:l^ 


"able   s:     Textile  _lnduntt^'i   Rfeyon  con^'um^tioTv,  ';939~  throu^-July  T945" 


19 5S  (monthly  averaf^e) 

1940  (monthly  average) 

1941  (monthly  average) 

1942  (monthly  average) 

1943  (monthly  average) 

1944  (monthly  average) 

1945:    January 

Febniary 
J-'arch 


Yarn  i  Staple 

I  fiber 

(millions   of  pounds) 


53.0 


13.5 


■2      Q 


^17.0 


Source!  U.  S.  Department  of  Commerce,  Bureau-  of  Foreigri  and  Do- 
mestic Commerce,  Survey  of  Current  Business,  1942  Sup- 
plement and  subsequent  monthly  issues.   Original  data 
compiled  >:y  the  Te:3itile  Fconomios  Bureau  and  published 
in  the  Rayon  Org-anon.   Both  th->  yarn  p.nd  staple  fiber 
series  corer  production  by  all  processes,  acetate  data 
beinp"  partially  estimated.  Data  on  consumption  repre- 
sent total  deliveries  of  rayon  filament  yarn  ai;id  staple 
fiber  to  domestic  consumers  by  American  rayon  producers 
plus  imports  for  consum.ption  throu^rh  .September  1941; 
thereafter,  the  data  cover  domestic  deliveries  only. 
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Tho  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics  compiles  one  set  of  data  for  silk  and 
rayon  goods  plants.   The  number  of  production  workers  employed  in  these 
plants  has  been  declining  continuously  since  1939,  having  dropped  28  oer- 
cent  by  June  1945. 

Employment  in  the  dyeing  and  finishing  of  textiles  dropped  slightly 
between  1939  and  1940,  rose  the  following  year  and  has  been  decreasing 
periodically  since.   Em.ploymcnt  in  June  1945  was  57,200  as  compared  ^vith 
an  average  of  66,900  in  1939. 

The  number  of  production  v/orkers  in  cordage  and  fcvine  plants  rose 
consistently  from  1939  until  1943.   The  upward  trend  was  reversed  in  1944 
when  employment  dropped  to  slightly  below  the  1941  average,  and  has  con- 
tinued to  decrease  gradually  during  the  first  six  months~of  1945. 

In  the  light  of  the  data  available,  it  is  estimated  that  the  Textile 


Industry, 
workers. 


IS  defined,  is  currently  employing  about  638,000  production 


Indexes  of  Employment  and  Pay  Rolls 

As  has  been  previously  indicated,  employment  in  cotton  manufactures 
except  small  wares,  reached  its  peak  in  1942,  by  which  time  employment  hacf 
risen  27.8  percent  above  the  1939  average,  and  then  began  to  drop  contin- 
uously so  that  the  average  employment  during  the  first  six  months  of  1945 
was  but  6.3  percent  above  1939  (Table  10).   Pay  rolls,  however,  continued 
to  rise  for  an  additional  year  and  the  index  averaged  210.8  in  1943. 
Thereafter,  the  index  dropped  to  204.1  in  1944,  and  has  varied  from* 200. 2 
to  210.3  during  the  first  six  months  of  1945.   Trends  in  employment  and 
pay  rolls  m  cotton  small  wares  establishments  followed  much  the  same 
pattern. 

Except  for  a  slight  rise  in  1941,  employment  in  silk  and  rayon  goods 
plants  has  been  decreasing  continuously  since  1939.   Pay  rolls,  on  the 
other  hand,  after  a  drop  of  7,4  percent  between  1939  and  1940, 'have  in- 
creased regulcrly  since  that  tim.e. 

Pay  rolls  for  jute  goods,  curtains,  'drapefies 'and  bedspreads,  and 
housefurnishings  plants  increased  consistently  from  1939  through  1943  and 
then  dropped  in  1944;  for  cordage  and  ti^vine  plants  the  rise  continued 
until  1944  and  for  textile  bag  plants  the  rise  continued  on  into  1945. 
The  index  of  pay  rolls  for  dyeing  and  finishing  plants  dropped  in  1940 
rose  from  1941  to  1943  and  has  been  falling  since  then. 

WAGE  STRUCTURE 
Trends  in  Average  Hourly  Earnings 

Average  hourly  earnings  have  been  rising  consistently  since  1939  for 
each  of  bhe  four  classifications  for  which  monthly  data  from  the  Bureau  of 
Labor  Statistics  are  available  (Table  11).  l/  By  June  1945,  hourly  earn- 
ings had  increased  78  percent  in  plants  specializing  in  cotton  manufactures 
except  small  wares,  76  percent  in  the  cotton  small  wares,  73  percent  in  silk 
and  rayon  goods  plants,  and  49  percent  in  dyeing  and  finishing  establish- 
ments. Earnings  data  for  the  other  five  classifications  were  only  available 
for  the  last  two  and  half  years.   During  that  period,  however,  hourly  earn- 
ings have  risen  approximately  10  percent  for  Jute  goods  plants;  15  percent 

2/     iiixcept  Where  specifically  noted,  all  BLS  average  hourly  earnings  figures 
IT/o^r'L'r^   oniairsL^ft^f '"'^  P"^"'""  ^'^^^^'   ^^  -^^^^  "^r3632) 
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INTENTIONAL  SECOND  EXPOSURE 


1 


\ 


-  20  ». 
The  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics  compiles  one  sot  of  data  for  silk  and 
rayon  goods  plants.  The  number  of  production  workers  employed  in  these 
plants  has  been  declining  continuously  since  1939,  having  droppod  28  per- 
cent by  June  1945. 

Employment  in  the  dyeing  and  finishing  of  textiles  dropped  slightly 
between  1939  and  1940,  rose  the  following  yecr  and  has  been  decreasing 
periodically  since.   Employment  in  June  1945  was  57,200  as  compared  with 
an  average  of  66,900  in  1939. 

The  number  of  production  ^vorkcrs  in  cordage  and  t'.vinc  plants  rose 
consistently  from  1939  until  1943.   The  upward  trend  was  reversed  in  1944 
when  employment  dropped  to  slightly  below  the  1941  average,  and  has  con- 
tinued to  decrease  gradually  during  the  first  six  months^of  1945. 

In  the  light  of  the  data  available,  it  is  estimated  that  the  Textile 
Industry,  as  defined,  is  currently  employing  about  638,000  production 
workers. 

Indexes  of  Employment  nnd  Pay  Rolls 

As  has  been  previously  indicated,  employment  in  cotton  m.rjiufactures, 
except  small  wares,  reached  its  peak  in  1942,  by  which  time  employment  hadf 
risen  27.8  percent  above  the  1939  average,  and  then  began  to  drop  contin- 
uously so  that  the  average  employm.ent  during  the  first  six  months  of  1945 
was  but  6.3  percent  above  1939  (Table  10).   Pay  rolls,  however,  continued 
to  rise  for  an  additional  year  and  the  index  averaged  210.8  in  1943. 
Thereafter,  the  index  dropped  to  204.1  in  1944,  and  has  varied  from  200.2 
to  210.3  during  the  first  six  months  of  1945.   Tronds  in  employment  and 
pay  rolls  in  cotton  small  wares  establishments  followed  much  the  same 
pattern. 


Except  for  a  slight  rise  in  1941,  employment  in  silk  and  rayon  goods 

plants  has  been  decreasing  continuously  since  1939.  Pay  rolls,  on  the 

other  hand,  after  a  drop  of  7.4  percent  bet-^een  1959  and  1940, 'have  in- 
creased regultrly  since  that  time. 

Pay  rolls  for  jute  goods,  curtains,  "draperies  'and  bedspreads,  and 
housefurnishings  plants  increased  consistently  from  1939  through  1943  and 
then  droppod  in  1944;  for  cordage  and  twine  plants  the  rise  continued 
until  1944  and  for  textile  bag  plants  the  rise  continued  on  into  1945. 
The  index  of  pay  rolls  for  dyuing  and  finishing  plants  dropped  in  1940 
rose  from  1941  to  1943  and  has  been  falling  since  then. 

WAGE  STRUCTURE 
Trends  in  Average  Hourly  Earnings 

Average  hourly  earnings  have  been  rising  consistently  since  1939  for 
each  of  bhe  four  classifications  for  v^hich  monthly  data  from  the  Bureau  of 
Labor  Statistics  are  available  (Table  11).  l/  By  June  1945,  hourly  earn- 
ings had  increased  78  percent  in  plants  specializing  in  cotton  manufactures 
except  small  wares,  76  percent  in  the  cotton  small  wares,  73  percent  in  silk 
and  rayon  goods  plants,  and  49  percent  in  dyeing  and  finishing  establish- 
ments. Earnings  data  for  the  other  five  classifications  were  only  available 
for  the  last  two  and  half  years.   During  that  period,  however,  hourly  earn- 
ings have  risen  approximately  10  percent  for  jute  goods  plants;  15  percent 

V  Except  where  specifically  noted,  all  ELS  average  hourly  earninp-s  figures 
as'for'work  S'lairshiftsf '^^'  P"'"^'""  ^^^"""^  '°"  °"^^^^^^  ^'(03632) 
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m  oordage  -::.  tvrine  plants;  14  percent  in  ourt-ins.  drcr^-^ric;s  tnd  bvd- 
sproads  plants;  9  percent  in  houjefurni  shin(;s  cfi-tLblishmlnts;  and  17  Per- 
cent in  textile  bag' factories.  ;  .  .   •• 

Recent  trends  of  hourly  rnd  vroekly  earnings,  in  north,  rn  end   scuthem 
cotton  goods  ir.anaifp.jturing  estabJishmrrrts  1/  arc' prGscnt: a  in  Tables  12 
and  13.   Avorai-^e  hourly  £.arnin-E  in  the  ilcrth  h!?.vc  riecn  stvCidilv  from 
45.0  cents  in  1959  to  79.3  ocntf.  in  July  1945.  e.n  increase  of  76'  oercent. 
The  corresponding  inorcasc  for  the  South  -.vas  86  perc-ent,  hourly  oarnin2;s 
hrving  risen  fror.  e.n  arrorv.^c   of  36.9  cents  in  1^59  to: 65. 6  percent  in  "" 
July  1945.   By  elirainatine  the  olfcct  of  promiur.  pcy  fcr  o'/ertiir.^,  zh^   in- 
creases in  hourly  CGrninr.s  (rtrai  ^ht-time)  sinoe  1959  E.ro  reduced  t^  53.5 
percent  for  the  North  and  80.1  percent  for  tlie  South..  ,. 

Yfeekly  Hours 'and  Earnings 

^  Weekly  hours  declined  slir;htly  betv;een  1939  and  1940  in  cotton  nanu- 
factures,  cotton  small  wares,'  silk  arid  raycxi  goods,  and  dyeing  and  finish- 
ing estab..ishinents  (Table  14).   Since  then,  however,  the  trend  h-'-s  buen 
upyrara  for  three  cf  the  lour  industry  groups,  cotton  ^mall  wares  having:  : 
aroppe.d  slightly  in  1^44  after  remaining  at  the  sc^ne  level  for  the  previous 
t'.TO  yuars.  ^r   June  1^45,  weekly  earnings,  reflecting  the  increased  hours 
as  well  as  increased  "hourly  rates,  had  risen 'l03  percent  for  cotton  nrmu- 
factures  2/   and  cotton  snail  wares,  99  c.rcert  for  silk  r^nd  rr.-on  ^-cis 
and  72  percent  for  dyeing  md  finishing  plants  rbove  thoir  res^ectiv-  1^39 
c^orag-os.  Weekly  earnings  for  the  other  branches  increased  froir  G  to  31 
percent  during  the  2j-  year  p..riod  for  which  data  were  available. 


It  should  be  nottd  that  the  sif>n;ficant  increrses  in  hourlv  -nd  w^-klv 

.  earninn-s  bef.veen  L^ay  and  June  1945  reiflect  'largely  the"  effect  of  th-^  higher 
•  y-S?/,^;tes  which  were- approved  by  the' ^ar  Labor  Board  and  adopted  volun- 
.  tarily.by  a  large  proportion  of  the  Textile  Industry.  ' 

"  ^^^'-^^-^  Action  /effecting  2.1inifr.ur  iTa^r^s  in  the'Textil-  Ineustr-- 

.      T^^.ble  15.presents  a  Fuirn,.rrv  of  the  ;vage  order?  issued  un^er  t>'e  F-ir 
.  ^abor  Stanaards  Act,  the  v/age "dot erniriat ions  made  under  the  Public  Con- 
.  trao^s.Act,  and  th.  general  orders  and  directives  cf  the  Naticcl  TYar   * 
_Labor  Board  affecting  .minimum-wag-.s.  in  the  Textile  Industry. 


u- 


Jaticnal  War  Labor  Board 

The  National  War  Labor  Board's  directive  of  August  20,  19-2  ^ran^ine 
a  7o  cent  increase  in  the  cotton  textile  industry  nadt,  it  oossibl"  for  " 
any  cotton  textile  mill  to  raise  its  ninirmm  to  47^  events,  ^inoe  a  40.cent 

T'^r^^T^   'T  ""'^^^'-'^-^  ^'^^^   ^i^^  Fair  Labor  Standards  Act  in  Aoril 
1^4^.   This  interpretation  was  not  publicized,  howev.r,  and  the  Fourth 
Regional  Board  late  in  1943  established  a  bracket  minimum  of  42^  cents  per 
hour  for  laborers  in  cotton  textile  mills.   The  labor  memb-  rs  of  the 


1/  ..s  de.m.c  oy  the'Burcau  of  Labor  Stotistics,  "cotton  gools  mr^ufncture' 
comprises  establishments  primarily  engaged  in  manufacturing  cotton  ya-n 
and  thread  and  woven  goods  over  12  inches  in  width.   As  h?s  b-cn  -'n-  " 
eicated  previously,  this  group  represented  38  percent  of  the  cstablish- 

TQ^o'^r"^  f  v?'"'*?^^''"^  ""^   ^V'  '^'^S''  ^^^rners  in  the  Textil.  Industr-^  in 
iyo9  (See  Tabl'j  1,  page  6).  "      ' 


2/ 


See  also  Tables  12  and  13  for  a  comparison  of  we.kly  earnings  ir  the 
North  and  South,  1939  through  July  1945.  ^ 
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in  oordagG  r.nd  t-.vine  plants;  14  por^'ont  in  ovrt-ins,  dr?:perie6  snd  bed- 
spreads plant?.;  9  percent  in  hcu^-efurni  shines  ects^blishmcnts;  and  17  per- 
cent in  textile  bag  factories.  .     •»-      . 

Recent  trenis  of  hourly  r.nd  woekly  G.^.rnings.  in  north,  rn  cnc  southern 
cotton  goods  F;anufpjturing  eEtabjishrn:.rts  1/  r.rc'  present: d  in  T:ibl:s  12 
r.nd  IS.   Average  hourly  :.arnin-r  in  tii-  xJcFth  hi>.vc  rif en  st^cdilv  from 
45.0  cents  in  1959  to  79.3  contF.  in  July  1945,  on  incrcrLe  of  76  Percent. 
Tho  correspondins  increase  for  tho  South  W£:s  86  pcro-cnt,.  hourlv  /crr.inzs 
h^.vinc  risen  fror.  an  aTc-rr.g;c  of  36.9  cents  in  ly39  to.6S.e  percent  in  "" 
July  1945.   By  eliminr-ting  the  --ffcot  of  promiur.  pcy  for  o'.4rt?.mv,  the  in- 
creases in  hourly  e^rnin.'^s  (r.tra:  ^ht- time)  since  1955  are  rcduocl  t-  6i3.5 
percent  for  tho  North  and  80.1  percent  for  tlie  South..  .. 

Weekly  Hours '.^nd  Earnin-^s 

■ — ■■ .       ^^—   .  .... 

^  Weekly  hours  declined  siif;htly  betvveen  1939  and  1940  in  octton  r.ar.u- 
factures,  cotton  small  war^s,'  silk  end  raycn   goods,  and  dyein?  and  finish- 
ing ostab_ishinents  (Tabli^  14}.   Since  then,  however,  the  tr.nd  has  buen 


^.  ■»  1 


v/ar-wS   havinc  i 


upy;ard  for  three   of  the   four  industry  grouos,    cotton  ^ru- 

dropped  slightly  in  1P44  after  remaining:  at  the  scji^e   level  for  th-  previous 
two  yuars.      B^,  j^^e    ID45,  weekly  earnings,    reflecting 'the   increased  hours 
•as  well   .as   irtcreased 'hourly  rates,    had  risen  103  percent  for  cotton  -rjiu- 
facturos    2^/  and  cotton  srr.all  war.s,    99  r...rcert  for  silk  r^nd  r--or   --ois 
and   72  percent  for  dyoinn;   md   finishinf  plants   r  bove   their  res-ectiv-    1^39 
c:voragos.     W.ekly  .arnin-s   for   the   other  branches   increased  froir  G   to  31 
percent  durin-  the  2^  year  p..riod  for  which  data  w^.re  avai^abU. 

It  should  be   nottvd  that  the   significant   increrses*  in  hourlv  -nd  7r--klv 
earninrs   bet^vcen  r.^ay  and   June    1945   reelect  'lar-ely  the' effect   of  th-   higher 
wage^  rates  which  were- ap-rovrd  by  thenar  Labor   Board  and  adootsd  volun- 
tariiy.by  a  large   proportion  ^f  the   Toxtil?   Industry.    ' 

Federal  Action  Affecting  Alinii^ur   ;:a.!;.r    in   the'Textil'    Ineustr*- 


Tp.ble    15 'presents   a   surnar- 


of  the    wage   orierr    issut. 


y\n. 


Labor  Stanaards  Act,  the  waee  Mc terriiV.tiens  made  under  the  Public  Con- 
tracts .Act,  and  th^  general  ord.rs  and  directives  cf  thr-  Natio-ri  Var   * 
.Labor  Board  affecting  .mininiuin-wa-.-s  iii  the  Textile  Indue  try. 

•  f  • 

Nationr^l  War  Labcr  Board 

The  National  War  Labor  Board's  directive  of  Au?:ust  20,  19-^2  --r-^ting 
r.  7-0  cent  increase  in  the  cotton  textile  in -ustry  r.ade  it  oossiVl"  for 
any  cotton  textile  mill  to  raise  its  niniir.um  to  47^  c.nt^,"  since  a  40-cent 

"Tqa^ "^V^   ^'r  ^^^^^^^-^^^^^  ^''^^  ^^^   F^ir  Labor  Standards  A3t  in  A.ril 
194^.   This  interpretation  ^A-as  not  publicized,  howev.r,  and  th.  Fourth 
Rosional  Board  late  in  1943  established  a  bracket  minin^um  of   42-^  cmts  Dcr 
hour  for  laborers  in  cotton  tcxtil.  mills.   The  labor  m-.mb  rs  of  the   ' 


1/  ..s  defin.c  oy  the-Burcau  of  Labor  Strtistics,  "cotton  ^ools  iranufactu-e' 
comprises  estabiishin.nts  priirari ly  engaged  in  TPnnuf:>ctur:ne  ootton  ya-'n 
ana  thread  and  woven  ^oods  over  12  inches  in  vridth.   As  has  be.n  in-  ' 
dicated  i.r.viously,  this  ^roup  represented  38  percent  of  the  cstr^bl^sh- 

TQ?Q%r^  fv?"''?"''^  ^^  ^^'  ^^^'  ^^^"^^^  i^  ^^^  T^'^^il-  Industry  in 
iyc9  (See  Table  1,  page  6). 

^     ^r^S^'"/?^^;!  ^?  """^   ^'  ^^^  '-   ^^^'^-i^on  of  weekly  earnings  in  the 
North  and  South,  1939  through  July  1945. 
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Table  12, 


Textile  Industry:  Hours  and  earnings  in  cotton  goods  nanufacture  a/ 
in  the  North  and  South,  1959  through  July  1945 


lear  and  Month 


1939 
1940 
1941 
1942 

1943 

194,4 

1944: 


Average  hourly 
earnings  b/ 
{in  cents) 


North       Souli 


Straigiit  time 
average  hourly 
earnings  c/ 
_^(in  cents) 
North  ~^outir' 


1945: 


January 
February 
Liarch 
.April 
JJay 
June 
July 
August 
September 
October 
November 
December 

January 
Febriaar^r 
March 
April 

mj 

June 
July 


45.0 
47.4 
53,1 
62,2 
70.0 
72.7 

71.2 

71, B 

71,9 

72.0 

72.5 

72.9 

75.2. 

72.9 

73.3 

73,7 

73.4 

75,5 

73,9 
74.0 
74.3 
74.7 
77.5 
73.6 
79.5 


56.9 
39.5 

51.8 
56.4 
60.9 


57.5 

57.2 
57.8 
60.1 
61.4 
G1.6 
62.0 
61.9 
62,0 
'62.7 
62,7 
62,9 

63,3 

63,5 

65,1 
67,1 
66.6 


44.4 
46.9 
51.8 
59,7 
66.3 
68.6 

67.4 
67.9 
67.9 
68.2 
6S.5 
68.8 
69.0 
68.3 
69.0 
69.2 
69. 0 
68.7 

69.3 
69,7 
69,7 
70.3 
73,6 
74,2 
74.9 


36.6 
39.2 

43.3 
50.2 
54.4 

oO  .  c 

Oo  .  w 
55.0 
55.5 
58.1 
59.1 
59.1 
59,2 
59.2 
60.0 
60,0 
59.8 
59.8 

60.5 

60,5 
60,6 
60.8 
62.8 

6/!       -^ 

66.0 


Average  v/eekly 

hours 
"xNoFEF 


South 


Average  weekly 
earnings  b/ 


4- 


North  ]    "South 

1 


37.6 
56.5 
39.4 
41.7 

45.0 

45,6 

43.2 
43.4 
43.6 
43.1 

'Z      'Z 

43.6 
^5.7 
45.6 

44,3 
44,2 
44.7 


36.4   416.91  i  $13.43 


4 


.4 
0.3 
44.4 
44.0 
42.5 
45.6 
43.6 


35.8 
39.0   j 

40.6  I 
41.1 

41.7  I 
I 

41.0  ! 
41.4  ! 
41.4  I 
40.9  , 
41.2  j 
41.7  i 
42,2  ! 
41,9 
42,1 
41.9 
42.3 
42.3 


42.2 
42.1 
42.1 

41. S 
41.0 
41.6 
41.5 


17.-28 
20.93 
25.97 
50.12 
31.70 

30,76 
31.16 
51.55  j 
51.05   I 

oi  .  vy  ^7 

31.78 
31.99 
31.70 
31.23 
32.65 
32.44 
32.35 

32.81 
32,41 
32.99 
32.37 
32.85 
34.27 
34,57 


14.12 
17.50 
21.04 
23,19 
25.41 

23.49 
23.63 
25.93 
24.58 
25.30 
25.69 
26.16 
25.94 
26.44 
26.27 
26,52 
26.92 

26.71 
26.65 
26.69 
26.61 
26.69 
27.91 
28.33 


Source: 


U. 


S.  Deoarteent  of  Labor,   E^ireau  of  Labor  Statistics,  Earnings  in 
Cotton^Goods  lianufacture  During  the  'Aar  Years,   Bulletin  No.   793  for  data 
througn  !.Iay  1944,   and  unpublished  data  for  succeeding  months 


a/     Comprising  establishments  primarily  engaged  in  manufacturing  cotton  yarn 
and  thread  and  woven  goods  over  12  inches  in  vadth. 

b/     Including  premium  pay  for  overtime  and  work  on  late  shifts. 

c/    Excluding  premium  pay  for  overtime  but  including  premium  pay  for  work  on 
late,  shifts. 


'^^u^Ai^Mmmk. .  ^v 


(03652) 


L 


Table  13.-  Textile  Industry*   IhdcxGis  of  earnin.^s  in  cotton  goods  manu- 
facture a/  in  the  North  rjid  South,  1939  through  July  1945 

(1939  =  100) 


Year   . 
or 

Average  hourly 
earnings  b/ 

Straight- time 
average  hourly 

Ave rare  weekly 

oarnin's   b/ 

month 

1 

North 

South 

earnings   o/ 

* 

North              South 

North        1      S.'jth 

1939   • 

100.0 

* 

100.0 

■ 

100.0 

100.0 

i 

100.  V      ;    loco 

1 

1940 

105.3 

107.0 

lOd.6 

107.1 

102.2         !      1C5.1 

* 
j 

1941 

■ 

•               • 

118.0 

120.1 

116.7 

118.3 

125.8        j      128.5 

1942  • 

138.2 

140.4 

154.5 

lo7.2 

153.6        j      lf6.7 
1 

1943 

155.6 

152.3 
1 

14S.3 

146.6 

178.1         j      172.7 

1944^ 

- 

161.6'      1       165.0 

J.  C7*:c  •  K^ 

159.5 

1 
18-.  5 

139.2 

1945: 

July 

176.2        j       185. 9 

! 

16S.7 

180.3 

204.4 

1 

210.9 

Source 

in 

S.   Departncnt  of  Labor,    Bureau  of  Lr.bor  St; 
Cotton  Goods   Manuf  a.^turc   D'/ring   the     .'"^r  Y^:^ 

\tisti3S,   Ernings 

, 

Ts,    Biaietii-    :v.    "9? 

for  dr.t-    through  IJnv   IS 

•44.    and  unrublishcd   data  for   suc3'. 

i  ■•  1  i'  s 

months  "       '   ' 

a^     Comprising  establishments  primrrily  onr.r'/jd  in  manuf a^turin.^  cotton 
yarn  and  thread  and  woven  goods  ov-.r  IP  inch'.-£  in  -.^idth. 

b/  Including  premium^  pay  for  0V'Trti:-;;e  ani  v.-rrk  on  late  shift?. 

•  ... 
c/  Excluding  prcmiUiT.  pay  for  overtime,  but  includinT*  proni\ar  for 
work  on  late  shifts. 
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INTENTIONAL  SECOND  EXPOSURE 
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Table  12. 


^  24  - 

Textile  Industry:  Hours  and  earnings  in  eotton  goods  manufacture  a/ 
in  the  North  and  South,  1959  through  Jiil^^  1945 


Tear  and  Month 


19S9 
1940 
1941 
1942 

1943 
194^ 

1944: 


Average  hourly 
earnings  b/ 
(in  cents; 


NorEh  I  Souli 


Straight  time 
average  hourly 
earnings  c/ 

(in  cents) 

NortPr*^butE~' 


1945: 


January 
February 
Larch 
.April 

May 

Jane 

July 

August 

September 

October 

November 

December 

January 

February 

March 

April 

■Jfeiy 

JUne 

July 


45.0 
47.4 
53,1 
62.2 
70.0 
2.7 


no 
I 


71.2 

71,8 

71.9 

72.0 

72.5 

72.9 

75.2. 

72.9 

73.3 

75.7 

73.4 

75,5 

73.9 
74.0 
74.3 
74.7 
77.5 
73.6 
79.5 


56.9 
39.5 

44.5 
51,8 
56,4 
60.9 


57.3 
57.2 
57.8 
60.1 
61.4 
61.6 
62.0 
61.9 
62,0 
^62.7 
62.7 
62.9 

63.5 

6'    *? 

65  ."x 
63.5 
65.1 
67.1 
68.6 


44,4 
46.9 
51.8 
59.7 
66,3 
63.6 

67.4 
67,9 
67,9 
68.2 
6S,5 
68. 8 
69,0 
68.3 
69,3 
69.2 
69.0 
68,7 

69.3 
69.7 
69.7 
70.3 
73.6 
74.2 
74.9 


36.6 
39,2 

43,3 
50,2 
54,4 

oO  ,  w 
oo  ,  «.< 

55,0 
55,5 
58,1 
59.1 
59.1 
59.2 
59.2 
60.0 
60.0 
59.8 
59.8 

60.5 
60.5 
6C.6 
60,8 
62.8 
64,4 
66,0 


Average  ;veekly 
hours 


"xNortE"  i  SoutET 


4- 


Average  weekly 

eami  ngs  b/ 
NoftF  j'^oufe " 

-        I    


37.6 
36,5 
39,4 
41,7 

45,0 

45,6 


43,2 
•10,4 
43,6 
43.1 

43.6 
-0.7 

45.6 
42,6 

44.3 
44,2 
44.7 


44,4 

45.3- 

44.4 

44.0 

42.5  • 

43.6 

45.6 


36.4 
35.8 
39.0 
40,6 
41,1 
41,7 


41.0 
41,4 
41,4 
40.9 
41^ 
41.7 
42.2 
41.9 
42.1 
41.9 
42.3 
42,8 

42,2 

42,1 
42,1 
41, S 
41.0 
41.6 
41,5 


17,28 
20.93 
25,97 
50.12 
31.70 

30.76 
31.16 
31,55 

51,03 

31.73 
31.99 
31,78 
31.23 
32.65 
32.44 
32,35 

32,81 
32,41 
32.99 
32.37 
32.35 
34.27 
34,57 


i$16.91  I  115,45 
14.12 
17.30 
21,04 
25,19 
2.5,41 

23,49 
23,68 
25,95 
24,58 
25,30 
25.69 
26.16 
25,94 
26.44 
26.27 
26.52 
26,92 

26,71 
26,65 
26.69 
26.61 
26.69 
27.91 
28,33 


Source: .  U.  S.  Deoarteent  of  Labor,   Bireau  of  Labor  Statistics,   Earnings  in 

Cotton-^Goods  ivianufacture  During  the  '/Var  Years,   Bulletin  No.   798  for  data 
through  !.Iay  1944,   and  unpublished  data  for  succeeding  months 


a/     Comprising  establishments  primarily  engaged  in  manufacturing  cotton  yarn 
and  thread  a.nd  woven  goods  over  12  inches   in  width, 

b/     Including  premium  pay  for  overtime  and  work  on  late  shifts. 

c/    Excluding  premium  pay  for  overtime  but  including  premium  pay  for  work  on 
late,  shifts. 
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Table  13,   Textile  Industry*   Indexes  of  earnings  in  cotton  goods  manu- 
facture a/  in  the  North  rjid  South,  1939  through  July  1945 

(1939  =  100) 


Year  . 
or 

Average  hourly 
eornings  b/ 

Straight- time 
average  hourly 

Average 

or.rn:  n; 

■yyeckly 

:£  b/' 

month 

1 

1 

North   1   South 

earnings  3/ 

North 

North      South 

South 

1939  • 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100,0 

IOj.v 

100.0 

1S40 

105.3 

107.0 

105.6 

107.1 

102.2 

105.1 

1941   • 

118,0 

• 

120.1 

116.7 

118.3 

125.3 

128.5 

1942  • 

138.2 

140.4 

134.5 

137.2 

153.6 

156.7 

1943  ;  ; 

■   1 " 
155.6   i   152.8 
! 

14S.3 

146.6 

178.1 

172.7 

1944  _ 

161.6'     165. G 

■   154.5' 

159.5 

187.5 

13S.2 

1945:  July 

176.2 

185.9 

163,7 

180.3 

204.4 

210.  S 

Source ;   U.  S.  Department  of  Labor,  Bureau  of  Lr.bor  Statistics,  E-.rr.ings 


.  •   in  Cotton  Goods  Manufaoturc  During  the  Tar  Yerrs,  Bulletin  Nc 

■  '   for  data  through  liny   1944,  and  unpublished  data  for  succcedix-g 
months    '         "       '   ' .  •        . 

a/  Comprising  establishments  primrrily  engaged  in  manuf a3turing  cotton 
yarn  and  thread  and  woven  goods  over  12  inches  in  -.vidth. 


b/  Including  premium,  pay  for  overtinie  and  v.Trk  on  late  shift? . 

c/  Excluding  premium  pay  for  overtime,  but  including  premiTim;for 
work  on  late  shifts. 
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-..  27  - 
Table  15,   Su!rjnar;v'  o^  Federal  niniiriurr  wage  action  affecting  the  Textile 
Industry,  October  24,  1938  through  SeDfember  4.  1945 


Minimum  hourly 
wage  rate 


25  cents 
32.2  cents 
35  cents 

37-2  cents 
40  cents 


372-  cents 
372"  cents 
40  cents 


47J  cents 


40  cent! 


40  cents 


50  cents 


50  cents 


Type  of  aoti an 


A.   Fair  Labor  St;:jidards  .let 

Statutory  minimum 

Textile  Industry  vrage  order 

Carpet  and  Rug  Industry  v/age  order  - 

"Ot?ier  than  .fool  Division"  l/ 
Textile  Industry  wage  order  "" 
Textile  Industry  wjige  order 


Effective  date 


October  24,  1938 
October  24,  1939 
March  17,  1941 

June  50,  1941 
April  20,  1942 


S-  Vtralsh-Iiealey  Public  Contracts  Act 

Februrnr  13,  1939 


jBobbinetfc  Industry  minimuri  wage  deter- 
mination 2/ 

Textile  Industry  mininum  wage  deter- 
mination 

Textile  Industrj--  minimum  wage  deter- 
mination 

C .  War  Labor  Bo a r d 

j National  War  Labor  Board  directive  in 
the  dispute  involving  36  Nev/  England 
Textile  Com^panies,  Lockwood  Ccm.pany, 
and  11  Southern  Cotton  Textile  kills 

General  Order  No.  30  -  increases  in 
wage  or  salary  rates  up  to  40  cents 
an  hour  may  be  made  without  approval 
of  the  National  ITar  Labor  Board,  pro- 
vided that  such  increases  would  not 
furnish  a  basis  for  price  increases 

General  Order  No.  30  amended  to  provide 
wage  or  salary  rates  up  to  40  ^ents 
an  hour  without  prior  approval,  even 
though  they  may  require  a  change  in 
price 

Regional  War  Labor  Boards  permitted  to 
award  increases  up  to  5o"cents  cn  hour 
in  voluntrry  cases 

General  Order  No.  30  -  rjnended  to  pro- 
vide that  increr.ses  in  wage  or  salary 
rates  up  to  50  cents  an  hour  may  be 
made  without  prior  approval.  Wage 
adjustments  bet-veen  40  and  50  cents 
require  approval  only  if  they  would 
furnish  the  basis  for  price  increases 


Decem.ber  17,  1941 
June  24,  1942 


August  20,  1942 


March  12,  1943 


August  23,  1943 


October  29,  1943 


|November  11,  1943 
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Table  15, 


-.  27  - 
Suirmary  of  Federal  ininiiriujr  ivage  action  affecting  the  Textile 
Industry,    October  24,    1938   through  September  4,    1945 


Minimum  hourly 
wage  rate 


25  cents 
32-J-  cents 
35  cents 

372  conts 
40  cents 


372-  cents 
37-|-  cents 
40  cents 


47^  cents 


40  cents 


40  cents 


50  cents 


50  cents 


a;  flj  0)  49  0) 
43  u  <u  o  J^ 
CO  CO  00  ^  Oi 


T^rpe  of  actian 


A.      Fair  Lr.bor  StcAHdards  Act 

Statutory  minimum 

Textile   Indus trj^vrage  order 

Carpet  and  Rug  Industry  wage  order  - 

"Other  than  //ool  Division"  l/ 
Textile  Industry  wage  order  "" 
Textile  Industry  wage  order 


Effective  date 


October  24,  1938 
October  24,  1939 
^arch  17,  1541 


June  6Q,    1941 
April  20.  1942 


J 


B»  ViTalsh-Healey  Public  Contracts  Act 


Bobbinett Industry  minimum  wage  deter- 
mination 2/ 

Textile  Industry  minimum  wage  deter- 
mination 

Textile  Indus trjr  minimum  wage  deter- 
mination 

C.  War  Labor  Board 

National  17ar  Labor  Board  directive  in 
the  dispute  involving  56  ITe-.v  Enr;land 
Textile  Com-paniss,  Lockwood  Com.pany, 
and  11  Southern  Ootton  Textile  Mills 

General  Order  No.  30  -  increases  in 
wage  or  salary  rates  uo  to  40  cents 
an  hour  may  be  made  without  approval 
of  the  National  ^cYar  Labor  Board,  pro- 
vided that  such  increases  would  not 
furnish  a  basis  for  price  increases 


Februrnr  13,  1939 
Decem.ber  17,  1941 
June  24,  1342 


August  20,  1942 


General  Order  Nc.  30  amended  to  provide 
wage  or  salary  rates  up  to  40  ?ents 
an  hour  without  prior  approval,  even 
though  they  m.ay  require  a  chan'z;e  in 
price 

•  • 

Regional  IJTar  Labor  Boards  permitted  to 
award  increases  up  to  50  cents  cn  hour 
in  voluntrry  cases 

General  Order  No.  30  -  rmended  to  pro- 
vide that  increases  in  wage  or  salary- 
rates  up  to  50  cents  an  hour  m.ay  be 
made  vrithout  prior  approval.   Wage 
rdiustments  bet-veen  40  and  50  cents 
require  approval  only  if  they  would 
furnish  the  basis  for  price  increases 


March  12,  1943 


Aureus t  23,  1943 


October  29,  1943 


November  11,  1943 
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Ta.ble  15.  SumiUBr^'  of  Federal  minimum  y/Age  adtioh  affecting' the*  Textile 
Industry,  October  24,  1S38  through  September  4,- 1945'' (Continued) 


Minimum  hourly 
wage  rate 


55  cents 


55  cents 


Effective  date 


February  20,  1945 


iFebiiuary  26,  1945 


55  cents 


55  cents 


National  War-  Labor  Board  directive  in 
the  dispute  involving  25  southern 
cotton  textile  companies,  25  New 
England  cotton  and  rayon  companies 
and  6  New^York  and  Pennsylvania 
rayon  companies 

National  ^ar  Labor  Board  adopted  a 
resolution  permitting  Regional  vVar 
Labor  Boards  to  establish  regional 
substandard  wage  rates  up  to  55 
cents  per  hour  in  voluntary  ceases, 
but  not  in  dispute  rsasey  where  the'^ 
substandard  rate  exceeds  the  bracket 
rate 


General  Order  No.  50  amended  to  allow  JMay  23,  1945 
increases  in  wage  or  salary/-  rates  up"  ! 
to  55  cents  p'-.-r  hour  -.vithout  approval  ! 
of  National  War  Labor  Board.  Increases! 
above  50,  however,  require  approval  if  ! 
they  would  furnish  the  basis  for  price  ;' 
increases 


l^nersl  Order  No,  40  -  employers  may 
make  wage  or  sal-.ry  increases  y/ithout 
prior  approval,  provided  that  such 
increases  would  not  be  used  in  whole 
or  in  part  as  a  basis  for  seeking  an 
increase  in  price  ceilings 

General  Order  No.  30  r-jr.ended  tc  allow 
increases  up  to  55  cents  an-  hour  with- 

i  out  Board  approval  even  -^rhert;  price 
increpses  may  be  reouired 


August  18,  1945 


September  4,  1945 


1/  The  "Other  than  ;Vool  Division"  of  the  Carpet  and  Rug  Industrv  was  sub- 
sequently included  in  the  TextiU.  Industr-/,  as  defined  in  the  wree 
order  effective  April  20,  1942.  ' 

2/  The  Bobbinett  Industry  was  subsequently  included  in  the  definition  of 
the  Textile  Industn/  minimum  ^vage  determi-nation  effective  June  24,  1942, 
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Regional  Board  appealqti  the  42g-  cerit  rate  and  on  February  3,  1944,  Vice- 
Chairman.  Taylor -Jby  letter  instructed  the  Regional  Board  that  the  1942 
directive  had  establisjied  a  mdnim.um  rate  of  47|-  cents  per  hour,  and  that 
bracket  minima-  could  not  be  sot  below  this  level,  l/  The  Board's  directive 
was  followed  by  wage  increases  of  7-h  cents  in  almost  all  of  the  Northern 
cotton  mills..  Wa*e  increases  were  also  granted  in  many  Southern  mills  but 
the  proportion  granting  increases  was  sm^aller  than  in  the  North,  and  some 
of  the  increases  were  less  than  7^  cents.  2^ 

The  Fourth  Regional  Board  3^  established  a  m.inimum  stabilized  rate  of 
50  cents  per  hour  for  the  cotton  textile  industrj'-  in  February  1944  and  ap- 
plications to  increase  minimum  rates  up  to  and  including  50  cents  were  ap- 
proved. In  June  1944,  the  first  Regional  War  Labor  Board  set  brackets  for 
cotton  textiles  covering  the  entire  Ne-iV  England  area.  These  brackets  were 
established  on  the  basis  of  piece  and  hourly  rated  earnings  for  cotton,^ 
spun  rayon,  and  filament  rayon.  The  lowest  rate  was  52.03  cents  an  hour 
which  was  the  generally  prevailing  contract  minimum,  in  the  organized  mills. V' 

On  February  20,  1945,  the  National  War  Labor  Board  issued  directive 
orders  in  dispute  cases  involving  25  Ne\';  England  cotton  and  rayon  com- 
panies, 6  New  York  and  Pennsylvania  rayon  companies,  and  23  Southern  cot- 
ton textile  companies.   These  decisions,  provided  am.ong  other  things,  for 
(l)  a  minimum  rate  of  55  cents  per  hour  for  the  employees  of  these  com- 
panies; (2)  a  5-cent  across-the-board  increase  to  em.pl oyecs  at  or  above 
the  minimum;  and  (3)  guide  posts  in  th'^  form  of  "peg  ratos"  fixsd  by  the 
Board  for  the  use  of  the  parties  in  negotiating  a  "properly  aligned  wage 
rate  structure."  • 

There  were  50,284  employees  directly  affected  by  the  Board's  decision 
of  February  20,  1945.   Since  then,  however,  a  substantial  part  of  the  tex- 
tile industry  has  voluntarily,  or  as  a  result  of  Regional  VVar  Labor  Board 
orders,  put  into  effect  the  5-cent  across-the-board  increase  and  the  55- 
ccnt  hourly  m.inimum  wage. 

General  Order  No.  30  was  amended,  in  May  1945,  to  p^nnit  wage  and 
salary  increases  up  to  55  cents  to  be  made  without  approval  of  the  National  ' 
'.Var  Labor  Board,  provided,  however,  that  increases  above  50  cents  an  hour 
would  not  be  used  to  furnish  a  basis  for  price  relief. 


"% 


l/  National  T/ar  Labor  Board,  Report  of  the  Fact  Finding  Panel  in  the 
Matter  oft   23  Southern  Cotton  Tt^xtile  Companies  and  the  Textile 
Workers'  Union  of  ;\mcrica,  CIO,  p.  6.  '' 

2/  National  VYar  Labor*  Board,  Report  of  the  Fact  Finding  Panel  in  the 
Matter  of;   25  New  England  Cotton  and  Rayon  Companies  and  the 
Textile  ,7orkers'  Union  of  America,  CIO  and  6  Nev.-  York  andTermsyl- 
vania  Rayon  Compojiies  and  the  Textile  IVorkers'  Union  of  America^ 


CIO,  p, 


7. 


Z/     The  Fourth  Regional  War  Labor  Board  covers  the  States  of  Virginia, 
North  Carolina,  South  Carolina,  Georgia,  Alabama,  Tennessee, 
Mississippi  and  Florida. 

4/  National  War  Labor  Board,  Report  of  the  Fact  Finding  Panel  in  the 
Matter  of:   25  New  Englanj^  Cotton  and  Rayon  Companies  and  the 
Textile  Workers'  Union  of  America,  C. I. C.  and  6  New  York  and 
Pennsylvania  Rayon  Companies  and  the  Textile  '/Workers'  Union  of 
America,  C.I.O.,  p.  7.   "^^ 
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.   Exeo\jtiv&  Ol^der  No.  9588,  issued  August  18,  1945,  authorized  the 
National  War ' Labdr  Board  and  any  such  other  agencies  as  may  be  designated 
by  the  Director  of  Economic  Stabilization  with  the  approval  of  the  Di- 
rector of  y/ar  Mobilization  and  Reconversion,  to  provide  that  employers 
may  through  collective  bargaining  with  duly  recognized  representatives  of 
the.  employees  involved  or,  if  there  is  no  such  repi*esentative  by  voluntary 
action,  make  wage  or  salary  increases  without  the  necessity  of  obtaining 
approval  therefor,  upon  the  condition  that  such  increases  will  not  be 
used,  in  whole  or  in  part,  as  the  basis  for  seeking  an  increase  in  price 
ceilings.  Accordingly,  General  Order  No.  40,  issued  by  the  War  Labor 
Board  on  August  20,  1945,  granted  employers  permission  to  make  wage  and 
salary  increases  without  prior  approval,  subject  however,  to  the  same 
limitations  as  were  set  forth  in  the  executive  order. 

Subsequent  to  the  issuance  of  Executive  Order  No.  9588,  General 
Order  No,  30  was  again  revised  on  September  4,  1945.   This  time  ocrmis- 
sion  was  granted  for  increases  in  wages  and  salaries  up  to  55  cents  an 
hour  without  the  approval  of  the  National  War  Labor  Board,  "although  the 
increase  will  be  used  in  whole  or  in  part  as  the  basis  for  seeking  an 
increase  in  price  ceilings  or  for  resisting  otherwise  justifiable "reduc- 
tions in  price  ceilings  or,  in  the  case  of  products  or  services  being 
furnished  under  contract  with  a  federal  procurement  agency,  will  in- 
crease the  cost  to  the  United  States." 

Office  of  Pricfc  Administration 

Revised  Supplementary  Order  114  issued  by  the  Office  of  Price  Adminis- 
tration on  August  7,  1945  has  tended  to  act  as  an  added  incentive  for 
m.anufacturers  of  cotton  textiles  to  adopt  the  "1945  textile  wage  increase." 
According  to  that  order,  producers  of  yarn  and  fabric,  converters  of 
woven  fabrics,  processors  of  yarns,  wholesalers,  and  jobbers  are  permitted 
to  sell  on  an  adjustable  basis  a  specified  list  of  cotton  textiles.   In 
connection  with  contracts  made  on  or  after  August  7,  1945  for  sale  of  any 
of  the  specified  cotton  textiles  (includir.g  processed  or  finished  goods 
there  listed),- a  producer  may  sell  and  deliver  at  his  maximum  price  end 
at  thesr^^e  time  may  reserve  the  ri^ht  to  charge  the  difference,  not  to 
exceed  tne  applicable  percentage  limit  indicated  in  the  order  between 
that  maximum  price  in  effect  on  Juno  1,  1945  and  any  higher  maxim.um  price 
which  may  hereafter  be  established  prior  to  revocation  of  the  permission. 
Depending  on  the  product,  the  applicable  pe re entaf^^- -limits-ranged  from  2 
to  5  P°r^ent  for  any  producer,  and  5  to  8  percent-^'for  only  those  j^roducers 
who^ccrtify  that  they  are-paying  the  1945  textile  wai^c  increase  or  have 
applie..  to  the  National  'iar  Labor  Board  for  penp.issi'oft  to  pay  th-t  in- 
crease, or  are  a  party  to  a  dispute  case  before  the  War  Labor  Board  in- 
volving the  .issue  of  whether  they  v^ill  pay  that  increase.   In  other 
words   the  percentage  limits  wore,  in  every  case/  three  percent  higher 
lor  those  producers  thfvt  were  paying  the  "1945  textile  wr:ge  increase." 


Iff 


The  1940  textile  wage  increasf^"  means  a  flat' increase  of  5  cents 
per  hour  to  all  workers  in  occupations  whose  wage  rates  prior  to  March  1. 
1945  exceeded  50  cents  per  hour,  and,  in  addition,:  any  one  of  the  follow- 
ing:' ^ 

•       •  •    •  t_  ' 

(a)  a  minimum  of  55  cents  per  hour  for  all  workers  except 
learners  and  handicapped, 

(b.)-  a  premium  of  5  cents  per  hour  for  all  hours  worked  on 
:  the  third  shift,  or       •  ■;■  ' 

(c)  a  minimum  of  one  v/eek»s  paid  vacation' per  yea.r.  "      (03632) 


"•■ 


Current  MinimiJm  Wajirc  Rates 

Information  submitted  by  th^^  Program  Appraisal  and  Research  Division 
of  the  National  War  Labor  Board  and  covering  four  of  thq  War  Labor  Board 
regions  indicates  clearly  that  the  preponderant  m.ajority  of  employees  in 
the  Textile  Industry  as  d  whole  are  now  employed  in  plants  hrvint^  a  mini- 
m.um  wage  rate  of  55  cents  an  hour  or  higher.  ^  The  information  submitted 
by  those  four  "regions,  which  in  1^39  represented  over  90  percent  of  the 
industr-z-'s  total  wage  earner  employment,  m.ay  be  sumr;.arized  as  fclloTTS: 

Region  I  -  New  England  States 

The  i/yar  Labor  Board  has  recently  estimated  that  over  90  percent  of 
the  textile  workers  in  this  region  have  received  a  5-cent  general  v/age 
increase  since  February  1945.  /m  ovcnvhcL-ing  majority  of°tr^  empioy^-es 
are,  therefore,  believed  to  be  in  plants  having  a'minirum  rat-,  of  55 
cents  or  higher.   Details  by  industr;,'-  branch  are  given  hereafter: 

I 
1.  Cotton,  rayon,  or.d   narrov:  frbrics  1/ 

Total  number  of  plants  -  not  reported 

Total  number  of  employees  in  ar^a     90,000 

160  plants  v;ith  75,742  er.ployc^.s,  34  percent  of  the  totrl 
employment,  pay  c-  minimLW  Tvag^^  rate  of  57.03  cents  per  hour. 

12  plants  with  2,772  cmplo?^ecs,  3  percent  of  the  total  em- 
ployment, pay  a  mini.mum  wap;e  rate  of  56,06  to  65  cents  p..r 
hour . 

1  plant  with  251  employ: v.s,  less  than  1  percent  of  th^^  totr  1 
employment,  pay  a  minizium  wage  rate  of  50  cents  per  hour. 

A  total  of  37  percent  of  the  total  employees  in  the  area 
have  ?  minimum  wage  rate  above  55  cents  per  hour. 

Lace  goods 


c  • 


Total  plants  in  the  area 
Total  employees  in  the  area 


19 
2,752 


3  plants  have  a  m.inimum.  wage  rate  of  40  cents  per  hour 
1  plant  has  a  m.inimum  wage  rate  of  45  cents  per  hour 
1  pl-nt  has  a  r.inimum  w..i£:e  rate  of*  46. 7  cents  .-^r  hour 
5  plants  have  a  minimum,  wae-:  r.-te  of  50  cents  p'or  hour 

1  plant  has  a  minimum  v/ago  rate  of  52.5  c*-.nts  per  hour 

2  plants  have  a  minimum,  wago  rate  of  55  c  -nts  per  hour 

Emplo^^icnt  figures  for  the  individual  pl-nts  listed  above 
are  not  avrilablo;  however,  the  13  plants  as  a  whole  em- 
ploy 1,041  persons  cr  36  percent  of  the  total  em.ployment 
in  the  area. 

3.   Cordage  and  t'.vine 

Total  plants  and  emiplcj^ment  not  available;  however,  the 
plants  listed  belov;  represent  a  majority  of  the  industry-. 


1/     Data  arc  given  for  these  industries  combined  since  in  this  area  cotton 
and  rayon  weaving  plants  have  been  considered  iointlv.   There  are  very 
few  silk  plants  in  tho  area,  and  there-  is  v^ry' little  difference  in 
the  rates  for  these  industries. 

(03632) 
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5  plants  -.vith  2,845  employocs  pay  a  minimum  wage  rate  of 
55  cents  per  hour.  --~.V.'-^  -'-■"'"■■■   ,-^ '•-,•7 '  ■ 

"  '  -•*,;:.■         ""   ■  ■  •  • 

2  pl:.,ntE  with  352-.cnployc.;.s  pciy  a  minimum  wage  ratfe,- of 
59  to  60  cents'' per- hour. 

1  plant  with  1200  employees  prys  a  mininum  wage  rate  of 
50  cents  per  hour  fo-r  females  and.  60  cents  T3or  .ht^ur  f or 
males,   ■   -  ■  ■  '.'•.'..... 


4.   Dyeing  and  finishing 

Total  plr.n-cs  in  the  area 
Total  omployGos  in  the  area 


74 

2.6,180 


8  plants  v^ith  5,422  employees,  13  percent-  of  the  total 
employment,  pay  a  minirrum  wa<e  rate  ,of  65  cents  per  hour. 

22  plants  with  8,546  employees,  33  percent  of  the  total 
employment,  pay  a  minimum  -wac:e  rate  of  (l)  55.5  to  65.5 
cents  p:r  hour  where  no  sex  diffcrenticd  exists,  or  (2) 
60  to  -62  cents  per  hour  for  females  and  62  to  .70  cents 
per  hour  for  mal.s  where  a  sex  differential  does  exist. 

Thus  all  of  the  30  r.;;Grt^.d  plants  (41  percent  of  the 
■  total  plants),  employing  11,968  vrorkers  (46  oercent  of 
the  total  cm.ployves},  pay  a  minimum  wage  ratt,  of   55 
cents  or  m^ore  per  hour. 

Region  III  ^  Pennsylvrnir.  Delaware.  Llarylrnd  and  Crmden  New  Jersey 

1.   Gordac;e  and  t'Wine 

♦*   .  • 

The  follov/ing  data 
sample,  of  this  s..gi: 
region. 


reprosjnt  rpproxim.-tely  an  88  percent 
i^nt  of   the  Textile  Indus tn/  in  this 


Total  num:bor  of  plants  -  not  available 
Plants  here  cov-^red  -  15 

Totrl  number  cf  ^mploy^es  -  not  available ^ 
Employ?3es  here  covered  -  3,563 

1  company  with  233  employo.s  pays  a  minimum  ,7c^c.   r^te 
be low  o5  cents.  ^ 

8  compani..s  with  2,339  employees  pay  a  minimum  wa^e  rote 
of  Ob   cents.    .  _     ■  -    ■ 

* 

6  companies  with  S91  employees  pcy  .  minimum  wage  rate 
above  00  cents. 

2.   Met  and  lace  goods 

The  follov/in-  data  represent  a  55  percent  samxle  of  this 
segment  of  the  Textile  Industry  in  this  region. 
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Total  nuTxhor  of  plants  - 
Plants  here  covered 


-   33  - 

20 
7 


Total  number  of  employees   ••  not  available 
Employees  here  covered         -'  1,783 

4  companies  vdth  1,091  eprployces  pay  a  minimum,  wage 
below  55  ccntr,. 


ratt 


3  comipanies  v/ith  692  einplojrees  pay  r.   m.inim.um  wa?:e  rnto 
of  55  cents. 

3.  Dyeing  and  finishing 

The  follCT'j-ing  data  represent  approximately  a  20.4  percent 
samiple  of  this  segment  of  th-,.  Textile  Industry  in  this 
region. 

Total  number  of  plants  -  not  available 
Plants  here  covered    -  11  , 

Total  num.bor  of  •^miployees  -  not  available 
Em.pl oyees  hero  covered    -  2,240 


1  company  v/ith  15  emiployeeu  prys  a  m.inim.uiri  v/a 
below  55  cents. 


Te  rate 


8  com^ponits  v^-ith  1,233  employees  pay  a  minim^um.  wage  rate 
of  55  cents. 


2  companies  with  987  em.plcyct.s  pay  a  mdnir.. 
abovp  55  cents . 


um  v/age  rate 


The  following  data  represent  approxir^ately  a  38  percent  sojr.ple  of 
the  comibined  Cotton,  Rayon,  and  Silk  Industries  in  this  region. 

4.   Cotton  manufacturing 

Total  num.b'.r  of  plants  -  not  available 
Plants  here  covered    -  138 

Totr^l  number  of  em.ployees  -  not  available 
Em:ployecE  here  cover-v^d    -  4,271 

9  companies  with  547  cmployev..s  pay  a  m.inim.um  wa«rc  'rate 
below  55  Cents. 

23  com.prn.ies  with  2,986  employees  pay  a  minirrum  w.--e  rat-- 
of  55  ct.nts. 

6  com.panies  with  738  em.ployees  pay  a  minir.um  wage  rate 
above  55  cents. 


(03632) 


f 


1  ' 


•V  B4  • 


5l  Rayon  manufacturing 


Total  numbjr  of   plants  -  not  available 
Plants  her J  covered    -  55 

Total  nunb^r  of  cnplcyc. s  -  not  available 
Enployoes  h^.re' covered    -  13,811 

23  comp.'.nics  vrith   6,802  employees  pay  a  jrinimum  wa?^e  rate 
belo-.r  55  cents.- ♦  ■  •   ■     ■ 

29  GOTrponios  with  6,020  employees  pay  l.  niinirjiir  wage  rate 
of  55  cents. 

3  companiec  v;ith  989  cnployecs  pay  a  minimu^T.  wa^e  rate 
above  55  oents. 


6.   Silk  manufacturing 

Total  nucibcr  of  pianjfi: 
Plants  hero  covered 


-  not  available 


Total  number  of  employees.-  not  aviiilablo 
Employees  here  covered    -  1,861 

5  conpanies  with  1,0c 0  employee n  pay  a  minimum  wage 
rate  belovf  55  cents. 

8  companies  -vith  831  employees  pay  r   m.ininum  wa^e  rate 
of  55  cents . 

Region  IV  -  Southeastern  States 

Between  Februar;/  20  and  June  15,  1945  approximately  96  percent  of 
the  cotton,  textile  ana  rayon  wo avin?;  r.ills  in  the  South.:r.storn  states  had 
granted  5-cent  across-the-board  increases.   As  d   result,  aparoximiately  70 
percent  of  the  hourly  and  piece  rat.  employees  in. the  South  are  estimated 
to  be  employed  in  r.ilis  operating,  on   the  basis  of  a  55-cent  m.inimum. 


Region  VIII  -  Texas,  Oklahoma  and  Louisia 


na 


1.   Cotton  broad  woven  floods 

Ten  out  of  25  firm-s  in  this  industry  in  this  "area"  are 

on  record  as  paying  a  rrdni-u:!;  v/a.£-e  rate  of  55  cents  per 

hour.   These  firr.s  employ  a  majority  of  the  workers  in 
this  industry. 

Schedule  of  Job  Rates  Approved  by  the  Southern  Textile  Comr'iSsion 

In  an  effort  to  assist  Southern  textile  firms  to  effectuate  well- 
balanced  ivage  structures  aft^r  the  establishment  of  the  55-cent  m.inimum 
wage  in  the  industry  by  the  VJr.r   Labor  Board,  the  Southern  Textile  Com- 
mdssion  l/  adopted,  on  August  17,  1945,  a  set  of  guide  rates  for  the 


1/  The  Southorn  Textile  Comjrission  v/as  established  by  the  War  Labor  Board 
to  revie;v  agreements  reached  bet-^een  the  textile  firrp.s  and  the  union 
for  a  balanced  r-nd  properly  aliv^ned  wage  rate  structure. 
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36  most  common  jobs  in  the  industry  and  keyed  to  the  '*peg  points"  estab- 
lished in  the  directive  orders  of  Pobruaty  20,  1^45.  Those'  23  Southern 
firms  which  were  involved  in  the  Vv'ai*  Labor*  Board  Textile  oases  and  15 
ether  companies  involved  in  disputes  since  certified  to  tho  'Cor-'-issio?:, 
may  negotiate  the  eliminrtion  of  intraplant  inequities  on  th:.  b^si-  ef 
the  guide  rates.  The  elimination  of  inequitir s  may  not  result  in  an  in- 
creas,c  of  more  than  5  cents  on  the  average,  rnd  hence  the  ratoe  belo'-r 
cannot  be  autom^atioally  adopted.   They  are  intended  to  be  guide  rates  for 
the  use  of  the  parties  or  of  the  Commission  if  the  parti es^ail  to  agree. 

The  list  of  the  36  guide  rates  established  by  the  Commdrsion  are: 


Classification 


Scrubbers,  sweepers,  and  outsi.''.e  labor 

Machine  cleaners 

Filling  atld  roving  haulers 

Battery  hands 

Baling  press  operator 

Cloth  doffer 

Watchm.an  (not  arm.ed  guards)       -     , 

Creeler 

Oilers 

Trimmers  a.nd  inspectors 

Picker  tender 

Card  tender 

Spooler  tender  (non-autor,:atic  ) 

Card  stripper 

Winder  tender  (non- automatic,  lo-zr-speed) 

Drawing-fram.e  tender 

Spinner 

Warper  tender  (cotton,  low- speed) 

Twister  (ring) 

Comber 

Drav/ing-in  (plain)  -    . 

Spinning  doffer 

Speeder  tender 

Slubber  tender 

Intermediate  tender 

Woavors-plain  autom.atic    (cotton) 

Drawing-in  (m.achine  ) 

Weavers  -  Dobby 

Card  grinders 

Section  m^en 

Warp- tying  machine  operator 

Weavers  -  Jacquard 

Skilled  m^aintenance  workers  *  -  Class  B 

Loom- fixer  -  cam 

Loom- fixer  -  Dobby 

Skilled  maintenance  v;orkers  *  -  Class  A 


Hourly  H-.te 
(cents) 

55 

a  i 

o7vj 

58i 

60 

50 

60 

61| 

6ii 

-6lJ 
6li 

5l| 
61f 
61| 

65 

65 

68 

68 

68 

68  . 

70 

72i 

72| 

75 

77i 

80 
■   82|- 
82i- 
65^ 
85 
85 
90 
95 
100 


♦  Includes  m^achinists,  mechanics,  millwri-'hts,  plumb..rs  -jid 
pipefitters,  electricians,  and  carpenters 
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..In  connection  ivith  pennis£it|le  variations  from  the  .guidw  rates  .listed 
above,  the  Commission's  instruc.tions  contained  the .  folloxvingt 

"To  provide  flexibiifity  for  the  schedi;le  of  rrtoE  pr.-^sumcd.  to 
f'^-PPly  "to  all  jobs  in  ti^e.  so^edule  categories  in  a  particulr.r  nill 
unless,  as  provided  under  .Section  3(b)  of  the  Februarv  20th  Order, 
'the  job  contents  of  the  designr.ted  occupations  in  a  particular, 
plant  constitute  an  abnormal  variation  froT-  generally  prevailing 
standards  of  job  content  in  the  industry'  ('job  content'  having  been 
deemed  to  include  v/ork  assignment  or  workload  as  well  as  the  skill 
or  other  requirements  of  the  job),  one  of  the  following  three  al- 
ternatives may  be  selected: 

**A.  Rates  below  the  above  schedule  of  rates  can  be  balrnced 
■  off  with  rates  a.bove  the  schedule  rates,  pro^'ided  that 
the  weighted  average  of  the  excesses  above  the  schedule 
rates  does  not  exceed  the  weighted  average  of  the  amount 
below  the  schedule  rates.   The.  number  of  emxployees  or 
total  hours  worked  in  all  of  the  30-odd  classifications 
in  which  tho  Company  has  one  qi*  more  employL.es  should 
be  used  in  the  v/eighting. 

i  .  .         1 

■    ■   •  *  T'         . 

"B.  ViTage  increases  up  to  5  percent  above  the  schedule  rates 
may  be  proposed  for  one-fifth  of  the  schedule's  job 
classifications  in  vrhich  the  Coin.pany  has  workers  cm- 
ployed  (i.e.,  for  a  maxi.T.uir.  of  7  out  of  35  schedule 
classifications,  6  out  of   30,  or  5  out  of  25,  depending 
•    on  the  nur;:ber  of  classifications  in  which  the  Company 
has  employees).   The  5-percent  limitation  applies  to 
each  jot  classification. • 

"C.  Wage  increases  above  the  schedule  rates  may  be  proposed 
for  one-fifth  of  the  Company's  .employees  in  the  occupa- 
tions in  the  schedule,  provided  that  the  excess  above 
the  schedule  rates  for  the  one-fjfth  of  the  employees 
in  the  schedule  categories  does  not  exceed  awcighted 
average  of  5  percent  above  th&  schedule  .rates  involved." 

The  rates  sho^^i  above  for  Class  A  and  5  skilled  rsaintenance  workers 
are  based  on  the  brackets  of  the  Regional  Board  end  should  be  considered 
to  apply  to  the  job  descriptions  of  the  Regional  Board  for  those  cate- 
gories and  in  the  same  y/ay  as  the  Rerional  brackets.   The  Regional  Board 


has  also  developed  job  descriptions  for  the  other  j.obs  listed  i: 
schedule  or  rates. 


the   above 
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INTENTIONAL  SECOND  EXPOSURE 


.In  Qonnection  xvith  permissi,>le -variations  from  tho  .guj:dy  rates  listed 
above,  the  Commission's  instruc^tions  contained  the.  followingt  ■ 

"To  provide  flexi.l?|^5^i't7  for  the  schedule  of  rrtes  presumed,  to 
apply  to  ail  jobs  iri  t;^e^sai^ed.ul6  categories  in  a  particular  mill 
unless,  as  provided  under. -Section  3(b)  of  the  February  20th  Order, 
'the  job  contents  of  t*he  designated  occupations  in  a  particular, 
plant  constitute  an  abnomial  variation  froT.  generally  prevailing 
standards  of  job  content  in  the  industry'  ('job  content'  having  been 
deemed  to  include  v/ork  assignmint  or  v;crkload  as  ivell  as  the  skill 
or  other  requirements  of  the  job),  one  of  the  follo'ving  three  al- 
'  "   ternatives  may  be  selected: 

"a.  Rates  below  the  above  schedule  of  rates  can  be  b.-ilrnced 

.  .  off  with  rates  above  the  schedule  rates,  provided  that 

the  weighted  average  of  the  excesses  above  the  schedule 
rates  does  not  exceed  the  7/eighted  average  of  the  amount 
below  the  schedule  rates.   The.  number  of  employees  or 
total  hours  v;orked  in  all  of  the  30-odd  classifications 
in  which  the  Company  has  one  or  more  employc.es  should 
be  used  in  the  vreighting. 

"B.  Wage  increases  up  to  5  percent  above  the  schedule  rates 
m.ay  be  proposed  for  one- fifth  of  the  schedule's  job 
classifications  in  which  the  Company  has  workers  cm- 
ployed  (i.e.,  for  a  maximum  of  7  out  of  35  schedule 
classifications,  6  out  of  30,  or  5  out  of  25,  depending 
•    on  the  nur.iber  cf  classifications  in  which  the  Company 
has  employees).   The  5-percent  limitation  applies  to 
each  job  classification. •   . 

.   "C.  Wage  increases  above  the  schedule  rates  nay  be  proposed 
for  one-fifth  cf  the  Com.pany' s  .employees  in  the  occupa- 
tions in  the  schedule,  provided  that  the  excess  above 
the  schedule  rates  for  the  one-fifth  of  the  employees 
in  the  schedule  categories  does  not  exceed  a  weighted 
average  of  5  percent  above  the  schedule  .rates  involved." 

The  rates  shov/n  above  for  Class  A  and  B  skilled"  rsaintenance  workers 
are  based  on  the  brackets  of  the  Regional  Board  end  should  be  considered 
to  apply  to  the  job  descriptions  cf  the  Regional  Board  for  those  cate- 
gories and  in  the  samio  v;ay  as  thu  Regional  brackets.   The  Regional  Board 
has  also  developed  job  descriptions  for  the  other  j.obs  listed  in  the  above 
schedule  or  rates.  '  -  ■.     ■ 


i.  '■ 
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Appendix  Table  B*     !rextile  Industry*     Trade  associations 

and  menibership^   1941v..    • 


Trade  Associations 


■<'>*  V 


Textile  Mill  Products  (9  associations)  "^ 

National  Cotton  Council  of  America 
National  Council  of  Textile  Industries 

Southern  Textile  Association  (mill  superintendents) 

Textile  Board  of  Trade 

Textile  Color  Card  Association 

Textile  Export  Association  of  the  United  States 

Textile  Foundation 


Membership 


United  States  Institute  for  Textile  Research 
West  Coast  Textile  Association 

Cotton  Manufactures  (12  associations) 

American  Cotton  Manufacturers  Association 

Cotton  Textile  Institute 

Cotton  Thread  Institute 

Durene  Association  of  America 

Interlining  Manufacturers  Association 

Mercerizers  Association  of  America 

Middle  States  Textile  "iianufacturers  Association 

Narrow  Fabrics  Institute 

National  Association  of  Cotton  Itfenufacturers 

Print  Cloth  Group  of  Cotton  Manufacturers 

Southern  Combed  Yarn  Spinners  Association 

Webbing  Manufacturers  institute 

Silk  and  Rayon  Manufactures  (8  associations) 

Industrial  Design  Registration  Bureau 

National  Federation  of  Textiles 

International  Silk  Guild 

National  Ri^yon  Weavers  Association 

Rayon  Yarn  Producers  Group 

Silk  Commission  ^Manufacturers  Association 

Textile  Economics  Bureau 

Throv/sters  Research  Institute 

Dyeing  and  Finishing  Textiles  (6  associations) 

Brattice  Cloth  l&nufacturers  Association 

infers  and  Printers  Employers*  Association 

National  Association  of  Finishers  of  Textile  Fabrics 


215  •  .       * 

several  national 
associations 
450-500 
75-100 
1200 
20-50 

Secretaries  of  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture 
and  Department  of 
Commerce  and  three 
industrialists 
250-275 
100-250 


400-500 
400-450 
40-50 
under  20 
under  20 
under  20 
under  20 
30-40 
350-400 
40-50 
50-75 
under  20 


250-300 
80-100 
25-30 
50-40 
under  20 
100-250 
under  20 
70-80 


under  20 

20-50 

40-50 
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Appendix  Tables  B*     Textile'  Industry*     Trade  associations 

and  ii]eiiibership>   1941-:,    • 


Trade  Associations 


■<•*  V 


Textile  Mill  Products  (9  associations) 

National  Cotton  Council  of  America 

National  Council  of  Textile  Industries       '   '  " 

Southern  Textile  Association  (mill  superintendents) 

Textile  Board  of  Trade 

Textile  Color  Card  Association 

Textile  Export  Association  of  the  United  States 

Textile  Foundation 


Membership 


United  States  Institute  for  Textile  Research 
West  Coast  Textile  Association 

Cotton  ijanufactures  (12  associations) 

American  Cotton  Manufacturers  Association 

Cotton  Textile  Institute 

Cotton  Thread  Institute 

Durene  Association  of  America 

Interlining  Manufacturers  Association 

Mercerizers  Association  of  America 

Middle  States  Textile  llanufacturers  Association 

Narrow  Fabrics  Institute 

National  Association  of  Cotton  Ivfenufacturers 

Print  Cloth  Group  of  Cotton  Manufacturers 

Southern  Combed  Yarn  Spinners  Association 

Webbing  iVianufacturers  institute 

Silk  and  Rayon  Manufactures  (8  associations) 

Industrial  Design  Registration  Bureau 

National  Federation  of  Textiles 

International  Silk  Guild 

National  Rc^yon  Weavers  Association 

Rayon  Yarn  Producers  Group 

Silk  Commission  ?fenufacturers  Association 

Textile  Economics  Bureau 

Throv/sters  Research  Institute 

Dyeing  and  Finishing  Textiles  (6  associations) 

Brattice  Cloth  J;!anufacturers  Association 

IH'ers  and  Printers  Employers*  Association 

National  Association  of  Finishers  of  Textile  Fabrics 


215 

several  national 
associations 
450-500 
75-100 
1200 
20-50 

Secretaries  of  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture 
and  Department  of 
Commerce  and  three 
industrialists 
250-275 
100-250 


400-500 
400-450 
40-50 
under  20 
under  20 
under  20 
under  20 
20-40 
350-400 
40-50 
50-75 
under  20 


250-300 
80-100 
25-30 
SO-40 
under  20 
100-250 
under  20 
70-80 


under  20 

20-50 

40-50 
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Appendix  Table  B«  Tiextile  Industry:  'Trade  associations 

and  membership,  1941  (Continued) 


I*. .'"Hill",  jjyni* 


« »og1Ka!yjK.-iA-»«  I  m»  ,>».< , 


•Trade  Associations 


Dyeing  and  Finishing  Textiles   (Cont'd) 

National  Textile  Processors  Guild 
Textile  Refinishers  Association 
Texturity  Guild 


•  ■«#••••      •«■   *-»«M« 


Membership 


40-50 
20-50 
20-50 


('■} 


Carpets^  Rugs  and  Other  Floor  Coverings  (1  associatioji) 

Institute  of  Carpet  Manufacturer's  of  America  'l\ 

Miscellaneous  Textile  Goods  (14  associations) 

American  Lace  Llaniofacturers  Association 

Coach  Lace  Institute 

Cordage  Institute        '   • 

Felt  Association 

Felt  Manufacturers  Association  I 

Lace  League  of  America 

National  Association  of  Lace  Curtain  I\/Ianufacturers 

National  Needlecraft  Eureau 

-     Papermakers  Felt  Association 

Ribbon,   Silk  and  Velvet  Association 
Shoe  Lace  Institute 
Soft  Fibre  Manufacturers  Institute 
Twisted  Juite  Packing  and  Oakum  Institute 
Woven  Label  Manufacturers  Association 


under  20 


20-50 

under  20 

under  20 

under  20    - 

under  20 

under.  20 

under  20 

several  textile  products 

associations 

under  20 

150-200      • 

under  20 

under  20 

under  20 

25-30 


•    V    ^..t 


Miscellaneous  Fabricated  Textile  Products   (4  associations! 


4 

4 


i 


Associated  Southern  Curtain  Manufacturers 
New  England  Curtain  Manufacturers  Association 
Textile  Bag  Manufacturers  Association- 
Tufted  Bedspread  Manufacturers  Association 

Surgical  Supplies   (1  association) 

American  Surgical  Trade  Association       ^ 


under  20 
20-30 
30-50 
70-80 


350-400 


Source;     U.  S.  Department  of  Commerce,   Trade  and  Professional  Associations  of 


the  United  Statesj_  1942 
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